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Heartland of America Chapter 
--  We Never Stop Serving  -- 

--  We Are One Powerful Voice  -- 

---  for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career  --- 
*********** 

***** July 2021 ***** 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

"From Bunker Hill, Concord, and Valley Forge, 
… to Cornwallis’ defeat at Yorktown; 

A new nation was born 
whose star-spangled banner forever shall wave o'er the land  

of the free and the home of the brave!" 
 

____________Our Nation’s Birthday_____________ 
The 4th of July 

************ 

Next SCHEDULED Dinner Meeting?? 
August 18th at Anthony’s Steak House, 72nd & F St. 

 

(see inside back cover for details) 

Check out our website at www.heartlandMOAA.us or call (402)339-7888 

 

http://www.heartlandmoaa.us/
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The Bulletin Board 

is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter  
of the Military Officers Association of America.  Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,  

Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources.  Material used is public domain or attributed 
as to source and copyright.  Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.   

 
********************** 

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor & Webmaster - (402)650-4457 

Volume XXXV               Number 7              July   2021 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

I am writing this before our June Board and Dinner Meetings 

and I am confident that the meeting with Craig Jacobs will be 

great.  Ron Russell, our Vice President, will run both meetings.  

I am headed to Rhode Island for my niece’s delayed wedding 

reception.  She, a Navy LCDR and Dan, an AF Lt Col, were 

married last summer but had to delay their reception because 

of COVID.  

 

Governor Ricketts signed the LB387 on May 25
th

.  This bill 

exempts 100% of military retired pay; But, it does not exempt 

post-retirement pay or other Nebraska income.  (A fellow scribe for another 

organization reminded me to clarify this.  Thanks Max!)  The Governor signed the 

bill in front of the governor’s mansion.  Both Jeff Mikesell and I were invited to 

speak following Senator Brewer and John Hilgert, State Director of Veterans 

Affairs.  Three Chapter members were presented signed copies of LB387: Jeff, our 

legislative chair and Omaha Chamber Director of Military Affairs, Dean Kenkel for 

his work with the Nebraska Veterans Coalition, and me, representing MOAA .  

 

I believe the 

following items 

were key 

elements in 

this 20-year 

effort.  When I 

spoke with Joe 

DeCarlo, Paul 

Cohen, and 

Rene Dreiling, 

they all had 

praise for the 

efforts of 

another 

Chapter 

Gov Pete Ricketts and witnesses of his signing LB 387 giving 100% relief of Neb. 
state income tax of military retirement pay.  Our chapter president, Dan Donovan,  

  front row right, got a signed copy and the opportunity to speak. 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.moaa.org/Content/About-MOAA/About-MOAA.aspx


 

3 
 
 

member, Mark Dreiling, now the Chief of Staff for Congressman Don Bacon (also a 

Chapter Member).  Following his graduation from UNL, Mark served as the 

legislative aide to State Senator Mark Quandahl (1999-2004).  Mark Dreiling was an 

adept student and learned how State legislation works in Nebraska.  Mark shared 

his experiences and insights with his dad Rene and with Joe DeCarlo, who called 

Mark’s information extremely valuable. 

 

In 2015, Lt Col Jerry Anderson, a retired Air Force officer and a former Papillion 

city councilman, started a new Nebraska Veterans Coalition.  I attended a couple 

of the very early meetings at his home and at the Papillion library.  This was where 

I met Dean Kenkel and Ron Dupell.  Dean and Ron have since concentrated on 

visiting state senators and educating them on the needs of active and retired 

personnel. 

 

Two years later, Jeff Mikesell and the Omaha Chamber 

started the MILTAG meetings that included local 

politicians, defense contractors, and military reps from 

Offutt AFB and the National Guard.  Dean and Ron also 

attended these meetings.  The focus was on making 

Nebraska more military friendly and seeking additional 

missions for the State. These meetings were important in 

that it widened a better understanding of these issues 

including the potential for a military retiree tax exemption. 

 

In 2016, Senator Sue Crawford of Bellevue introduced LB754 that created the 

Nebraska Commission on Military Affairs.  The legislation was signed by Governor 

Ricketts in April 2016.  The Commission was authorized to contract with the UNL 

Bureau of Business Research for studies on the economic impact of Nebraska 

military assets.  Our testimony to the Unicameral was then based on factual data. 

 

From my view, these were the key events along with the strong support of military 

retirees, a strong sponsor, and several cosponsors that led to a unanimous vote in 

the unicameral.  John Hilgert, the State Director of Veterans Affairs, recognized 

the persistence of our support and the governor saw the need for this legislation. 

  

I attended the May 29
th

 ceremony for moving the monuments to Memorial Park.  

Congressman Don Bacon and Bill Williams were the main speakers.  Mike DeBolt, 

our Membership Chair, was a superb emcee. 

 

We will not have a July dinner meeting and we look forward to seeing you at our 

August meeting.  We have superb speakers scheduled for August and Septermber. 

Dan Donovan            d.donovan1@cox.net                   402-339-7888 
 

mailto:d.donovan1@cox.net%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20402-339-7888
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Vice President’s Report 
 

Our June Dinner Meeting was well-attended with 

over 40 members present.  Our guest speaker 

was Craig Jacobs, Director of Human Resources, 

Safety & Security at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 

and Aquarium.  Craig attended with his wife, 

Awilda, “Willie,” Master Sergeant, USAF, retired.  

Our own Ed Burchfield introduced Craig and his 

wife, as close, long-time friends.  

 

Craig Jacobs is a retired USAF Senior Master Sergeant, who has been serving the 

greater Omaha community at the Zoo since 1998.  During his Air Force career, of 

nearly 26 years, Craig made a distinguished contribution to the Strategic Air 

Command Band and Heartland of America Band, as a musician and leader.  (We 

understand Craig plays a great saxophone.)  He ended his military career as the 

Offutt AFB Band Superintendent in 1998. 

    

Craig presented a comprehensive slide 

show, narrating the many Zoo 

improvements over the years since he last 

spoke to our Chapter.  His discussion was 

simply outstanding; speaking eloquently, 

without notes, concerning the serious 

difficulties the Zoo had to overcome during 

the 2020 COVID Pandemic in order to 

preserve the animals and facilities for future generations.  Despite the required 

curtailments in Zoo attendance by the public, the severe loss of operating revenue, 

and the unavoidable cutbacks in staff over the last year, Craig reported that the 

Zoo has recovered.  Essential personnel are returning, and the Zoo is now back 

into a fully operational mode for the Summer of 2021.  

 

Craig described in detail the construction of several imaginative animal 

enclosures, and the remake of others, during the last few years, to make these 

sites closely simulate the worldwide natural environments from which various Zoo 

animals have come.  This work heightens the public’s enjoyment by allowing 

observers to experience the animals in the terrain and conditions where the 
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animals originate.  Craig highlighted how, despite the COVID limitations, the Zoo 

was able to undertake a successful elephant breeding program, possibly leading to 

new additions for the future.  In his account of the successful transport of a 

14,000-pound bull elephant, from our 

Zoo to another, we noted the vehicle 

that looked very much like a military 

tank transporter!  

    

Craig also described the Zoo’s new 

dining facilities, conference areas, 

and water parks which are now open 

to the public for the first time.  These 

attractions have been designed to 

broaden the Zoo’s appeal to business, 

educational, and other interested 

organizations, with the widest variety 

of age groups, who want a new and more interesting venue for their conferences 

and special events.  Because of the flow pattern now designed into the Zoo’s 

attractions, attendees may begin a tour of various animal enclosures and end up at 

a regionally-themed dining facility, at the appropriate time of day for a meal.  

 

In addition to the animals and other attractions, Craig described how the overhead 

skyway of cable cars, has become one of the Zoo’s prime attractions.  The skyway 

allows thousands of riders to enjoy 

an expansive view of the Zoo animals 

and facilities passing below, while 

they are being quickly transported 

from one Zoo area to a distant one, in 

mere minutes.  Craig said, despite 

some early concerns about ridership, 

the skyway has turned out to be one 

of the Zoo’s most financial lucrative 

investments.  

 

We very much appreciated Craig’s 

encyclopedic knowledge of the Zoo 

Mary Jo Smith visits with Arlene Cohen  
and B/Gen Paul Cohen 

Our dinner meetings are a great time to socialize, visit 
old friends, and make new ones.  It seems Mark Olson 

 is keeping an eye on the photographer. 
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and his good humor taking many questions from our members during his time at 

the podium.  We hope to have him back in the future. 

 

Our next Dinner Meeting will be on August 18th, with our long time Chapter 

member, US Representative Don Bacon, as our guest speaker.  As many of you 

know, Representative Bacon is a retired USAF Brigadier General.  He will bring us 

up to date on the latest legislation involving our military in Nebraska and nationally 

related legislation pending in the US Congress.  Our 15 September Dinner Meeting 

will honor National POW/MIA Month, with Dennis Pavloc, the last known Korean 

War POW in Nebraska, as our guest speaker.  Please mark your calendars and plan 

to attend. 

Person of Interest 
(ed. Note: LtCol Select Chris Russell is one of the figures on our chapter coin 

 and is the son of Sharon and Ron Russell, our chapter Vice President) 

In 2010, then Captain Russell, spoke at one of 

our MOAA dinners describing his deployment to 

Port-au-Prince International Airport, Haiti, during 

January-April of that year. In this deployment, he 

led the 80-man emergency aerial port squadron 

supporting all the airlifted material into Haiti for 

the earthquake recovery of that year.  

 

Major Christopher James Russell, USAF, recently 

returned from a six month deployment to Prince 

Sultan Airbase, Saudi Arabia, where he 

commanded his Fighter Wing’s Logistics 

Readiness Squadron from November 2020 

through April 2021.  Major Russell has just 

learned he has been promoted to LtCol, with a 

pin-on date during the next two months.  

 

Congratulations to LtCol select Russell on his 

upcoming promotion and new squadron command at Langley AFB, VA! 

 

Questions?  Contact MOAA's Member Service Center at (800) 234-6622, 

or find MOAA on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

 

Keep Your Nebraska State Senator Informed 
 

Contact your Senator and the Speaker of the Legislature  

- Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained… You just might make the difference! 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/moaa/
https://twitter.com/militaryofficer
https://www.instagram.com/MOAAofficial/
http://news.legislature.ne.gov/speaker/
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Inside the Biden Budget: Details on Pay Raise, TRICARE Fees, and More 
(MOAA Newsletter June 2nd) 

 

The Biden administration released the full version of its FY 2022 budget proposal 

to Congress on May 28, and MOAA’s government relations team has been hard at 

work analyzing the 1,000-page proposal to understand what successes can be 

hallmarked and what potential threats need to be addressed.  

  

The top-line figures of the full version are mostly in line with the so-called “skinny 

budget” the president released April 9, -- a proposed 1.7% increase in overall DoD 

funding and a 10% increase, a significant uptick, in VA spending compared with 

last year’s enacted levels. 

   

House Budget Committee Chair Rep. John Yarmuth (D-Ky.) called the budget 

“transformative” and said it “will ensure we emerge from these past 14 months of 

crisis stronger and better prepared for the future than ever before."  Sen. Lindsey 

Graham (R-S.C.), ranking member of the Senate Budget Committee, called the 

budget “dead on arrival – just like all other presidential budgets” and “insanely 

expensive,” adding it would “result in a weakened Department of Defense.” 

  

These differing opinions on the president’s budget from two key leaders in the 

congressional budgeting process augur the challenges to come. 

  

Following further analysis, the House and Senate Budget Committees will develop 

separate budget resolutions, which will set the spending constraints for the 

upcoming fiscal year’s mandatory and discretionary funding.  Mandatory funding is 

used for existing federal programs like Social Security and Medicare. Discretionary 

funding is divided amongst the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, with 

the budget resolution setting the spending levels for each appropriations bill.  Each 

of the 12 Appropriations subcommittees oversees the funding of the government’s 

federal agencies and programs. 

 

Additionally, the budget resolutions establish the budget authority for the annual 

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The NDAA is the main legislative 

engine for MOAA’s advocacy to affect change on DoD programs and policies. Work 

on the NDAA begins in the House Armed Services Committee and the Senate 

Armed Services Committee. Both committees will continue to conduct hearings 

with DOD officials and will begin markups for this year’s NDAA. 

 

If the budget doesn’t pass by the start of the new fiscal year (Oct. 1), Congress can 

pass a continuing resolution (CR), which carries over the appropriated funding set 

in the last fiscal year through the date that the CR ends.  In cases where a budget 

has not been passed by Congress and signed by the president, and there is no CR 

in place, the government begins the process of shutting down.   

  

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2021-news-articles/advocacy/the-white-house-budget-what-early-figures-mean-for-you-and-your-benefits/


 

8 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same. 

 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization, working to support military and their families 

at every stage of life.  It actively petitions Congress on behalf of the 

military community on issues affecting the career force, the retired 

community, and veterans of the uniformed services.  MOAA offers a 

wide range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA 

members.  Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership delivers 

benefits geared specifically to you – and your family.  You become part 

of the strongest advocate for our military and their families.  Those 

with prior officer service in any of the seven uniformed services can 

become members.  Consider joining today because every voice counts!  

You will be protecting not only your earned benefits but for all serving 

today.  Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local issues, 

interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor.  We provide a really 

great environment for camaraderie and mutual support with our 

meetings, speakers, newsletters, website, and community 

involvement.  We are like family.  

 

 

 

As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. 

 

We are One Powerful Voice – 

 

For every officer at every stage of life and career… 

 

Join Us !!  You will be glad you did! 
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Selection of Membership 
When you join MOAA, you become part 

of the strongest advocate for our 
military’s personnel and their families.  
The stronger our membership is, the 

stronger our voice becomes.  Consider 
joining today because every voice counts.     

Three membership levels 
to meet the needs of all Officers.     

 
BASIC 

 
PREMIUM 

 
LIFE 

 
Features of each 

Membership level 

No-cost electronic 
Membership 
designed for 

today’s junior officers.     
 

Full access to MOAA’s career 
resources, countless discounts on 

products and travel, & access to all of 
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news 
updates.  Full access to a wide 
variety of member benefits for 

today’s career officer.     

Receive all the benefits that 
PREMIUM membership has 
plus exclusive privileges and 

benefits.     

Membership Dues Free 1 year  -$48, 2 years - $82 
3 years - $108 

Dues are based on your 
current age 

Support of critical advocacy efforts to 
protect the benefits of the entire military 
community.     

   

Electronic access to several of MOAA’s 
news updates.        
Discounts on products and travel.     

   
Career transition resources 

MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting 
career fairs, resume critiques, training 

sessions & much more.     

  

 

 

 

Expert advice on your military pay & 
benefits 

MOAA’s team of highly trained 
professionals can help you receive the 

military benefits you’ve earned through 
one-on-one counseling.     

  

 

 

 

Financial planning and investment advice  
  

  Military Office magazine  
  

Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications  
  

Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants  
  

MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the 
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow 
offices in your community.  A PREMIUM or 
LIFE membership makes it easy.     

Dues vary by 
Chapter. 

(Heartland Chapter of 
Ne is $20 per yr) 

New chapter members receive a 
voucher good for one year of 

chapter dues.     

New chapter members 
receive a voucher good for 
two years of chapter dues.     

  Bonus travel rewards and discounts   
 

Initiation fee waived at the Army and 
Navy  Club of Washington, D.    C.     

  
 

 Spouse  Protection -membership benefits 
transfers if something happen to you.  

 Auxilary  Annual DUES 
1 Yr - $43     2 Yr - $73     3 Yr - $97  
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National Membership Form 
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Local Membership Form 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact Chapter Officers for more info:  President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, 
Membership: Michael DeBolt 402-980-0554,  Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo – 

402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402-
740-3127,  ROTC: Doug Pikop – 402-690-4338, Personal Affairs:  Teri LeHigh – 402-291-
2713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lidiya Glinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster & 

Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-871-

8409, Transition Liason: Jack Nelson – 402-679-3725 
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(PLEASE UTILIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES) 
Their support aids our programs 

"How can we not be incredibly grateful for our Military?  In 

Bellevue and Omaha, we are reminded often 

of unwavering dedication, seeing soaring 

planes preparing for eventful deployment.  

Our Military are honoring the rest of us.  Our 

hearts stand at attention and honor and 

appreciate you in return.  Your friends at 

Fort Crook Car Wash are so happy when you visit!  We look 

forward to seeing you soon.  Thank you for your service. 

You are our heroes."– 

Pete Zekauskas 

613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE 
 

 
 

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US… LET US SUPPORT THEM !! 
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USAA supports our ROTC 

Recognition Dinner  
Every November 

 
Thank You USAA !! 

Your Ad 

Could be right here!! 

Call 

Dick Doolittle 402-871-

8409 
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In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
 

POW  WWII  8 Dec 1941 
( taken  prisoner at Wake 

Island ) 
 

Past National Director 
AMERICAN 

EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

 
(psst…. Your Ad would look good here !!!) 

BEARDMORE 
        Brian Kucks            General Sales Manager 
   Phone      402-734-2525     
  Toll Free  800-734-0271 
  Fax          402-738-7615 
  Email     bkucks@beardmorechevy.  com 
 

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005 
www.  beardmorechevy.  com 

mailto:bkucks@beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com/
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This space Is 
Available 

For your ad !! 
(call Richard at 402-871-8409) 
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James Ashford, Don Bacon Stephen Bartelt, Richard Bertrand, Larry Biederman, Wayne Brunz, 
Edward Burchfield, Christopher Canada, Richard Carver, Gerald Chamberlen, Paul Cohen, Michael 

Cook, Rick Croasdale, Charles Davis, Michael DeBolt, Martha Didamo, Daniel Donovan, Richard 
Doolittle, William Doyle, Jr.,Mark Dreiling, Rene Dreiling, Dean Eckel, Richard Evans III, Eileen 

Fleming, Deanne Fortney, Douglas Frost, Tommy Garrett, Mila Gilkeson, Joshua Haack, David 
Heer, Shirley Hoover, Richard Hahn, Chester Harris, Gloria Harvey, Dorris Heaston, Charles 
Holderness, Ned Holmes, Ralph Holtmann, Terrance Hummel, Edward Janeczko, Jr, Pat Jones, 
Dennis Kathman, Dean Kenkel, Cynthia Keyes, Edwin Koch, Gary Lee, Terri Lehigh, Roger Lempke, 

Carol Maasdam, Edward Maloney, Shane Martin, David McBlain, Edward McEniry, Kenneth Meyer, 
Courtney Miller, Paula Muth, Jack Nelson, William Nelson, Mark Olson, Dick Parcher, Sheree 
Patterson, Bruce Peters, Douglas Pikop, James Reardon, Earl Rogers, Joan Rousseau, Ronald 
Russell, Sharon Russell, Rita Salucci, David Sanborn, Owen Saunders, Alfred Schapker, Linda 

Shaw, John Sheffield,  Elizabeth Shotkoski-Jurgens, Leo Smith II, Beverly Snowden, Mark 
Spadaro, Brian Stephan, Raymond Stuart, Thomas Svoboda, Michael Tabler, Regis Urschler, 

Thomas Wagoner, Lawrence Weidinger, Robert Wicklund, Wendel Wight, Ronald Witcofski, Henry 
Woidyla,     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the 
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms 
so cherished by human beings.  We must ever be vigilant and prepared to 
defend our way of life against those who would deny it.  Callous 
politicians, power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial 
religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat 
to the preservation of what many take for granted.  Every citizen should 
take a few moments from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have 
in our country.  They should give thanks to those who have served and 
preserved our way of life.  Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.    – PLj 

 

   

                 SOME MORE Stuff you didn't know… you didn't know! 

111,111,111 x  111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987, 654,321 

 

  If a statue of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, the person died in battle.     

If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person died because of wounds received in battle.    

If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died of natural causes 

 

   Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes,  

windshield wipers and laser printers have in common?    

                      A. All were invented by women.  

 

       Q. Which day are there more collect calls  

   than any other day of the year?    

A. Father's Day    

             

 

So-o-o-o, LIFE IS GOOD …. 

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE, 

DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE! 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,  

SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.”   And SMILE…. It’S CONTAGIOUS !!! 

 
May They Not Be Forgotten: 

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy 

2021 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations 
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Heartland of America Chapter 

Members and Invited Guests 

 
Please Join Us for Dinner: 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, August 18
th
, 2021 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
Congressman Don Bacon, BGen USAF (Ret) 

 
 

And 
 

Date: Wednesday, September 15
th
, 2021 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
Last known Korean War POW in Nebraska 

Dennis Pavlik 
 
 
 

Time:   Social Hour – 6PM 
Dining Hour – 7PM 

 

Place: Anthony’s Steakhouse 
7220 F Street - Omaha 

 

Menu will be in August Newsletter 
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Nonprofit Org 
Heartland of America Chapter, 

MOAA 

P. O.    Box 1756 

Bellevue NE 68005 

                     Nonprofit Org 
                      US Postage Paid 

                      Omaha NE 

                      Permit No.    1448 
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