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Heartland of America Chapter 
--  We Never Stop Serving  -- 

--  We Are One Powerful Voice  -- 

---  for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career  --- 
*********** 

***** January 2021 ***** 
 

 

 
 

The popular Barbershop singers, Sarpy Serenaders, 
were scheduled to perform at 7 pm, December 16th, 

 but, due to electronic problems, was delayed 30 min. 

  and many members missed the performance 
************ 

Next Dinner Meeting ???   
Maybe February at Anthony’s Steak House, 72nd & F St. 

Our January Board meeting will consider options- 

(see inside back cover for details) 

Check out our website at www.heartlandMOAA.us or call (402)339-7888 

 

http://www.heartlandmoaa.us/
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The Bulletin Board 

is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter  
of the Military Officers Association of America.  Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,  

Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources.  Material used is public domain or attributed 
as to source and copyright.  Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.   

 
********************** 

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor & Webmaster - (402)650-4457 

Volume XXXV               Number 1              January  2021 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Because of the COVID-19 restrictions, we decided to make our 

December meeting a Zoom meeting.  Many of us had previously 

participated in a Zoom meeting and I thought we could do it.  I 

wish I could say it went perfectly but that would not be 

accurate.  I prepared to host this meeting by going through the 

Zoom tutorials several times in the past two weeks.  We 

managed to get the invitation sent and to send the link to get 

on the call.  Pat Jones had told me that we need to have 

“Screen Sharing” enabled to see the Sarpy Serenaders and I 

found the correct setting.  We started the call at 7:00 pm with 

approximately 18 members when I received a call from Pat saying his internet was 

inoperative.  Our agenda called for the Sarpy Serenaders to begin the meeting, 

then the oath of office to our three Board members who are extending for two  

more years, and then results and updates from key Board members. 

 

Since the Serenaders were not yet available, we went ahead with the installation 

of officers by Brig Gen Paul Cohen.  Gen Cohen called on Terri Lehigh, Pat Jones, 

and Mark Olson who had agreed to a two-year extension on the Chapter Board.  I 

knew Mark would be absent; Doug Pikop volunteered to represent him; and the 

general called on me to represent Pat.  After repeating the oath, there was a round 

of applause.  With the “screen sharing” on, the Sarpy Serenaders began their 

performance that lasted 15 minutes.  It was then that I realized I, as the host, had 

no access to the screen controls.  I could not admit any late invitees to our Zoom 

call during that 15 minutes.  At least two Board Members, Ron Russell and Jeff 

Mikesell, were unable to get into the meeting during this time.  The Serenaders 

delivered an enjoyable and professional presentation.  There were some minor 

issues with the sound and the screen was a little “jerky.” 

 

With Jeff Mikesell unable to be in the meeting, I gave a very brief legislative update 

and Dean Kenkel discussed items of interest in the new State legislature that 

begins next month.  I introduced Jack Nelson who has taken on the growing role of 

Transition Manager.  Assuming that the pandemic is over and we can return to in-

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.moaa.org/Content/About-MOAA/About-MOAA.aspx
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person meetings in February or March (no meeting is scheduled in January), our 

January 14
th

 Board Meeting will focus on program options for February through 

June. 

We concluded the meeting after I showed the 5-star badge and certificate for the 

Harris Communications Award recognizing Pat Jones for his excellent newsletter 

and website.  I also showed the 5-star Level of Excellence badge and certificate 

for our Chapter members’ involvement in volunteer and in legislative support 

activities.  We plan to affix the badges to our MOAA flag when we return to 

Anthony’s.   

 

At our last Board meeting, we received pamphlets describing the new Fischer 

House located on the VA medical campus.  We also received a request from the 

Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, 

for donations.  The pandemic has had an adverse impact on admissions.  We have 

a close relationship with the Museum as we had a luncheon meeting there and 

three of our members spent many volunteer hours restoring the EC-135 aircraft.  

We voted to donate $200 from the chapter. 

 

We ended the Zoom attendees meeting with members sharing a hearty Happy 

Holidays.  I wish all Chapter members a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Dan Donovan            d.donovan1@cox.net                   402-339-7888 

 The Navy is Growing 
(The Early Bird Brief – 31 Dec) 

(Editor’s note: This article by Geoff Ziezulewicz originally appeared in Navy Times 

 a leading source of news for the military and veteran community.) 
 

The U.S. Navy will commission seven ships in 2021 and christen another eight, 

according to data provided by Naval Sea Systems Command.  The guided-missile 

destroyer fleet will welcome DDG-118, Daniel Inouye, named after the late U.S. 

senator from Hawaii, while the littoral combat ships Oakland, Minneapolis-St. Paul 

and Mobile are expected to join the LCS community. 

 

The expeditionary mobile base Miguel Keith will be commissioned, named in honor 

of the late Marine Corps lance corporal who received a posthumous Medal of Honor 

for heroism during the Vietnam War. 

 

Undersea, the fast-attack submarines Oregon and Montana will also enter the fleet, 

according to NAVSEA.   

 

Scheduled for christening in 2021 are three destroyers, Lenah H. Sutcliffe Higbee, 

Carl M. Levin and Jack Lucas. 

 

mailto:d.donovan1@cox.net%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20402-339-7888
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2020/10/08/the-navy-unveils-name-for-new-class-of-guided-missile-frigates/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CAs%20the%20first%20in%20her,of%20the%20Navy%20Kenneth%20Braithwaite
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/06/22/widow-of-hero-inouye-christens-warship-bearing-his-name/
https://www.navytimes.com/naval/2018/07/13/partial-dry-dock-collapse-floods-us-navy-ship-under-construction/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/10/05/navys-newest-boat-christened-in-connecticut/
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The expeditionary fast transport Apalachicola and the amphibious transport dock 

Fort Lauderdale with also be commissioned. 

 

Replenishment oilers John Lewis and Harvey V. Milk will also be christened, as will 

the fast-attack sub Rickover.  

 

Keep Your Nebraska State Senator Informed 
 

Contact your Senator and the Speaker of the Legislature - Nothing 

Ventured, Nothing Gained… You just might make the difference! 

 

PLEASE UTILIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES 

Their support aids our programs 

 

 

 

 

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same 
 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization, working to support military and their families 

at every stage of life.  It actively petitions Congress on behalf of the 

military community on issues affecting the career force, the retired 

community, and veterans of the uniformed services.  MOAA offers a 

wide range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA 

members.  Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership delivers 

benefits geared specifically to you – and your family.  You become part 

of the strongest advocate for our military and their families.  Those 

with prior officer service in any of the seven uniformed services can 

become members.  Consider joining today because every voice counts!  

You will be protecting not only your earned benefits but for all serving 

today.  Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local issues, 

interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor.  We provide a really 

great environment for camaraderie and mutual support with our 

meetings, speakers, newsletters, website, and community 

involvement.  We are like family.  

 

As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. 

 

We are One Powerful Voice – 

 

For every officer at every stage of life and career… 

 

Join Us !!  You will be glad you did! 

http://news.legislature.ne.gov/speaker/


5 
 
 

Selection of Membership 
When you join MOAA, you become part 

of the strongest advocate for our 
military’s personnel and their families.  
The stronger our membership is, the 

stronger our voice becomes.  Consider 
joining today because every voice counts.     

Three membership levels 
to meet the needs of all Officers.     

 
BASIC 

 
PREMIUM 

 
LIFE 

 
Features of each 

Membership level 

No-cost electronic 
Membership 
designed for 

today’s junior officers.     
 

Full access to MOAA’s career 
resources, countless discounts on 

products and travel, & access to all of 
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news 
updates.  Full access to a wide 
variety of member benefits for 

today’s career officer.     

Receive all the benefits that 
PREMIUM membership has 
plus exclusive privileges and 

benefits.     

Membership Dues Free 1 year  -$48, 2 years - $82 
3 years - $108 

Dues are based on your 
current age 

Support of critical advocacy efforts to 
protect the benefits of the entire military 
community.     

   

Electronic access to several of MOAA’s 
news updates.        
Discounts on products and travel.     

   
Career transition resources 

MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting 
career fairs, resume critiques, training 

sessions & much more.     

  

 

 

 

Expert advice on your military pay & 
benefits 

MOAA’s team of highly trained 
professionals can help you receive the 

military benefits you’ve earned through 
one-on-one counseling.     

  

 

 

 

Financial planning and investment advice  
  

  Military Office magazine  
  

Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications  
  

Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants  
  

MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the 
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow 
offices in your community.  A PREMIUM or 
LIFE membership makes it easy.     

Dues vary by 
Chapter. 

(Heartland Chapter of 
Ne is $20 per yr) 

New chapter members receive a 
voucher good for one year of 

chapter dues.     

New chapter members 
receive a voucher good for 
two years of chapter dues.     

  Bonus travel rewards and discounts   
 

Initiation fee waived at the Army and 
Navy  Club of Washington, D.    C.     

  
 

 Spouse  Protection -membership benefits 
transfers if something happen to you.  

 Auxilary  Annual DUES 
1 Yr - $43     2 Yr - $73     3 Yr - $97  
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National Membership Form 
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Local Membership Form 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact Chapter Officers for more info:  President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, 
Membership: Michael DeBolt 402-980-0554,  Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo – 

402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402-
740-3127,  ROTC: Doug Pikop – 402-690-4338, Personal Affairs:  Teri LeHigh – 402-291-
2713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lidiya Glinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster & 

Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-871-

8409, Transition Liason: Jack Nelson – 402-679-3725 
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(CHAPTER ADVERTIZER SUPPORTERS) 

 

"How can we not be incredibly grateful for our Military?  In 

Bellevue and Omaha, we are reminded often 

of unwavering dedication, seeing soaring 

planes preparing for eventful deployment.  

Our Military are honoring the rest of us.  Our 

hearts stand at attention and honor and 

appreciate you in return.  Your friends at 

Fort Crook Car Wash are so happy when you visit!  We look 

forward to seeing you soon.  Thank you for your service. 

You are our heroes."– 

Pete Zekauskas 

613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE 
 

 
 

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US… LET US SUPPORT THEM !! 
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USAA supports our ROTC 

Recognition Dinner  
Every November 

 
Thank You USAA !! 

Your Ad 

Could be right here!! 

Call 

Dick Doolittle 402-871-

8409 
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In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
 

POW  WWII  8 Dec 1941 
( taken  prisoner at Wake 

Island ) 
 

Past National Director 
AMERICAN 

EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 

 BEARDMORE 
        Brian Kucks            General Sales Manager 
   Phone      402-734-2525     
  Toll Free  800-734-0271 
  Fax          402-738-7615 
  Email     bkucks@beardmorechevy.  com 
 

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005 
www.  beardmorechevy.  com 

mailto:bkucks@beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com/
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This space 
Is 

Available 
For your ad !! 

(call Richard at 402-871-8409) 
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James Ashford, Stephen Bartelt, Richard Bertrand, Larry Biederman, Wayne Brunz, Edward L. 
Burchfield, Christopher Canada, Richard C. Carver, Gerald Chamberlen, Paul G. Cohen, Michael 

Cook, Charles W. Davis, Michael A. DeBolt, Martha M. Didamo, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. 
Doolittle, William L. Doyle, Jr.,Mark Dreiling, Rene Dreiling, Richard Evans III, Eileen L. Fleming, 

Deanne Fortney, Douglas A. Frost, Mila Gilkeson, Joshua G. Haack, David Heer, Shirley Hoover, 
Richard C. Hahn, Chester R. Harris, Gloria A. Harvey, Charles W. Holderness, Ralph Holtmann, 
Terrance J. Hummel, Edward Janeczko, Jr, Patrick Jones, Dennis Kathman, Dean Kenkel, Cynthia 
L. Keyes, Gary Lee, Terri A. Lehigh, Roger P. Lempke, Carol Maasdam, Edward Maloney, Edward 

McEniry, Kenneth Meyer, Courtney Miller, Jack P. Nelson, William H. Nelson, Mark Olson, Dick L. 
Parcher, Sheree L. Patterson, Bruce E. Peters, Douglas E. Pikop, James L. Reardon, Earl Rogers, 
Joan C. Rousseau, Ronald R. Russell, Sharon K. Russell, Rita Salucci, David Sanborn, Owen 
Saunders, Alfred L. Schapker, Lindz Shaw, John A. Sheffield, Leo W. Smith II, Mark A. Spadaro, 

Brian Stephan, Raymond Stuart, Thomas J. Svoboda, Regis F.A. Urschler, Thomas Wagoner, 
Lawrence Weidinger,   Robert Wicklund, Ronald Witcofski, Henry Woidyla,     
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the 
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms 
so cherished by human beings.  We must ever be vigilant and prepared to 
defend our way of life against those who would deny it.  Callous 
politicians, power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial 
religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat 
to the preservation of what many take for granted.  Every citizen should 
take a few moments from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have 
in our country.  They should give thanks to those who have served and 
preserved our way of life.   
 

Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.    – PLj 

 

   

As I've aged, I think about things like where clichés and old                                     

sayings come from…   In George Washington's days, there were 
no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or painted. Some 

paintings of George Washington showed him standing behind a desk 
with one arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both 
arms. Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people 
were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms 

and legs are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the 
expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and 
arms are more difficult to paint) 

    

But, life is Good! 

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE, 

DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE! 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,  

SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.” 

And SMILE…. II’S CONTAGIOUS !!! 

 
May They Not Be Forgotten: 

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy 

2021 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations 
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At 1145 at the Special, on Fort Crook in Belleue 

 
 

Remember the expression, “The more, the merrier”?  

 We ask you to make our meetings better, with your presence.   
_____________ 

 

Our Reservation Team looks forward to a better year 
 

Lt Col Ron & Lidiya Glinka - Tel: 402-672-2020 - heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

************* 

 

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy,  
Three cheers to you all,  

 
(Our Next Dinner Meeting is Scheduled for February) 

 
 

However, our Board is meeting on January 14th  
To discuss potential  events, dinners, activities, etc. 

 
This would be a great time for your ideas and suggestions !!! 

 
Call or email Dan or any Board member with your input !!!~ 

 
Board Meeting INFO for January 14th  

mailto:heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com
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