Heartland of America Chapter
-- We Never Stop Serving --

-- We Are One Powerful Voice --

--- for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career --***********

***** December 2021 *****

CADETS/MIDSHIPMEN (L - R): Ryan Flood, Margaret
Parker, Chase Tucker, Teresa Gramer, Nathan Pollack,
Wendy Wilson, Cohan Bonow, Tom Hart, Carson
Sturgeon and Maggie Blice.
************

Next SCHEDULED Dinner Meeting??
December 8th at Anthony’s Steak House, 72nd & F St.
(see inside back cover for details)
Come Early, Sarpy Serenader Christmas Serenade starts at 6:30
Check out our website at www.heartlandMOAA.us or call (402)339-7888
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Our November dinner meeting was our annual salute to the five
ROTC units in our Chapter’s area: Army, Air Force, and Navy
units at University of Nebraska Lincoln, the Air Force unit at
the University of Nebraska Omaha, and the Army unit at
Creighton University. Major Doug Pikop, USAF (Ret) our ROTC
Chairman, sat with Chaplain Stephen Bartelt, former Army
helicopter pilot and chapter member Paula Stultz, Major,
USA(Ret) plus the five commanders or their representative.
Doug had a new approach by introducing the ROTC
commanders who, in turn, introduced their detachment’s two
cadets/midshipmen who discussed the impact of ROTC on them. Doug then
introduced the next commander and repeated this process until all ten
cadets/midshipmen had spoken. While some of the seniors knew their new
assignment, others knew they would receive them within the next couple of days.
All spoke well in their brief presentations. They expressed pride in being in ROTC,
and believed they have benefited from their experiences. It is interesting that
students from 9 universities/colleges
participate in the UNO Air Force
program and the UNL Army program
has a detachment at Kearney (UNK)
with 30 cadets and two instructors.
Earlier this month, I had previously
heard one of the UNL Army cadets
that attended our dinner, speak at a
Veterans Tribute Project event in
Lincoln in the Pershing Building. A
future Army nurse, she spoke well on
both occasions. Another women
cadet is a senior at UNL about to
receive her Engineering degree and is

Our guests were given our Heartland MOAA Chapter
Challenge Coin, likely their first military challenge coin.
It was designed by their predecessor UNL ROTC cadet,
Mark Dreiling, son of our 2nd Vice President Ron Russell

in her first year of ROTC. Very enthusiastic about ROTC, she plans to stay at UNL
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for three more years, get her Master’s Degree in Engineering, and qualify for a
military career. The UNL Army commander, Lt Col Mark Peer, was impressed with
the excellent way our evening went and called for a round of applause for Doug
Pikop’s wonderful management of the evening. It was a well-deserved round of
applause.
There were numerous events surrounding Veterans Day and many of us were
involved in them and many more:
-Mike DeBolt orchestrated and hosted the Shine on Veterans event at Omaha
Memorial Park. Jeff Mikesell was the keynote speaker and gave a wonderful
presentation.
-Pat Jones and the Sarpy Serenaders performed at the Papillion American
Legion ceremony.
-The next day, Pat and Barbara Jones drove a pickup with Chapter signs in
the Bellevue Veterans Day parade.
Our December dinner meeting is Wednesday, December 8th (the 2nd Wednesday of
December). The Sarpy Serenaders will begin their performance at 6:30 pm so we
ask everyone to arrive by 6:30 pm. Dress uniforms are encouraged (if you have one
or can fit in it).
A reminder that there will be no
dinner meeting in January 2022.
January and July are the two months
when we do not meet.
We are still seeking our February
dinner speaker but have tentatively
scheduled the UNL President, Ted
Carter, Vice Admiral USN (Ret) to
speak at our March 16th meeting.
Col. Ken Fortney, USA (Ret) was a
regular attendee at our meetings.
Now, he would like to resume
attending meetings but is unable to
drive. He now lives by himself at

L - R: LTC Mark Hayes, Commander and Professor of
Military Science, Army ROTC at Creighton University,
LTC Mark Peer, Commander and Professor of Military
Science, Army ROTC at UNL and Commander Kyle
Peitzmeier, Executive Officer and Associate Professor of
Naval Science, Navy ROTC at UNL.

Pacific Springs Village (805 South 173rd Court). If you can help Ken, please contact
him at 402-493-0320.
Dan Donovan

d.donovan1@cox.net
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402-339-7888

Here Are Your New TRICARE Pharmacy Drug Prices
(MOAA NL 18 November)
By: Karen Ruedisueli

As of Jan. 1, TRICARE copays for prescription drugs will increase as follows:
TRICARE Pharmacy Home Delivery (Up to a 90-Day Supply)
 Generic formulary drugs: from $10 to $12
 Brand-name formulary drugs: from $29 to $34
 Non-formulary drugs: from $60 to $68
TRICARE Retail Network Pharmacies (Up to a 30-Day Supply)
 Generic formulary drugs: from $13 to $14
 Brand-name formulary drugs: from $33 to $38
 Non-formulary drugs: from $60 to $68
Prescriptions obtained at military
treatment facility (MTF) pharmacies
still have zero out-of-pocket cost.
MOAA opposes disproportionate
TRICARE fee increases and will
continue work to stop programmed
pharmacy copay hikes that are many
times larger than the annual cost-ofliving adjustment (COLA) and
diminish the value of military
retirement.
Lidiya Glinka, Mary Sweetman, Ginny McBlain, and Dick
Doolittle. Those ladies have Air Force, Navy, and Army
backgrounds. I still bet our Doolittle is related to the
famous Jimmy Doolittle.

The changes came as part of the FY
2018 National Defense Authorization
Act and “are part of a larger effort to
help fund improvements in military readiness and modernize the TRICARE health
care benefit,” said Cmdr. Teisha Robertson, USPHS, a pharmacist with the Defense
Health Agency’s Pharmacy Operations Division, in a TRICARE.mil article providing
background on the fee increases.
MOAA appreciates the importance of military readiness but opposes funding
readiness improvements on the backs of military retirees.
The TRICARE retail and mail order pharmacy programs were extended to Medicareeligible retirees in 2001 with the legislation that created TRICARE For Life (TFL).
Until then, the only prescription drug benefit available to military retirees ages 65
and up was zero-out-of-pocket-cost prescriptions at MTF pharmacies. Since the
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establishment of TFL, MOAA has worked to defeat numerous proposals for
disproportionate TRICARE fee increases.

Ed Burchield, Dick and Lorraine Purdum were having a
good conversation and obliged the photographer

As Congress shaped MHS reforms,
MOAA successfully blocked dozens of
proposals that would have increased
beneficiary cost sharing, including a
TRICARE For Life enrollment fee,
multiple plans for means testing that
would have led to significant cost
increases for MOAA members,
catastrophic cap increases up to
$5,000, and a plan to index TRICARE
copays to the National Health
Expenditure Index, which typically
grows at a much higher rate than
COLA.

MOAA also objected to fee increases for survivors and medically retired
servicemembers and their families. As a result, protections for these populations
were included in the FY 2018 NDAA.
Survivors of active duty, medical retirees, and their families will not see pharmacy
copay increases. There will also be no change for active duty service members –
covered medications will have no out-of-pocket cost whether obtained at the MTF,
a retail pharmacy, or via mail order.
Changes Coming to TRICARE Retail Network Pharmacies
(TRICARE News Room – 2 N0v)
(ed. Note – a previous edition covered the
issue. This summarizes and highlights items)

There are changes coming soon to
the TRICARE retail pharmacy network.
Starting Dec. 15, 2021, CVS Pharmacy
will join the TRICARE network. At the
same time, Walmart, Sam’s Club, and
some community pharmacies will leave
the network.

Max and Carol Moore are glad to be back at our MOAA
dinner. We all are glad to see them too. The
photographer was glad to see another guy with
a tie-less shirt.
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Express Scripts is the TRICARE
pharmacy contractor. They manage
the TRICARE retail pharmacy network
under a contract with the Department

of Defense. Express Scripts reached a new agreement that adds CVS Pharmacy to
the network of pharmacies.
“Beneficiaries will continue to have
many convenient and nearby innetwork options,” said U.S. Public
Health Service Commander Teisha
Robertson, a pharmacist with the
Defense Health Agency’s Pharmacy
Operations Division. “Express Scripts’
partnership with CVS Pharmacy
ensures most beneficiaries have a
network pharmacy located near their
home or work.”
Chris Canada, Lt Col Jessica Stewart, Commander and
Professor of Aerospace Studies, Air Force ROTC at UNO,
Doug Pikop and Captain Nicole Beebe, Operations Flight
Officer and Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies,
Air Force ROTC at UNL.

The current TRICARE retail pharmacy
network offers access to over 59,000
pharmacies. With this change, nearly
90% of beneficiaries will have access to a network pharmacy within five miles of
their home.
Walmart and Sam’s Club have more than 5,300 locations nationwide. CVS
Pharmacy has nearly 10,000 pharmacy locations. You can find CVS pharmacies
inside many Target stores.

A group of around 3,000 community pharmacies
will also leave the TRICARE network this year.
But more than 14,000 community pharmacies
will remain in the network.
Keep in mind that using home delivery or
a military pharmacy are still lower cost options
for you. You have to pay copayments when you
use home delivery or any retail network
pharmacy. Although these copayments are set
to change next year, it isn’t because of this
network change.

Cadets Cadets Chase Tucker and Teresa
Gramer, Air Force ROTC at UNL

If you have a prescription at Walmart, Sam’s
Club, or any other impacted pharmacy, you need
to transfer it to a new network pharmacy before
Dec. 15. If you filled a prescription at one of the
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impacted pharmacies, you’ll receive
communication from Express Scripts. These
communications will have recommendations on
how you can fill your prescriptions at a new
network pharmacy. You can also find a network
pharmacy near you by visiting the Express
Scripts website. CVS Pharmacy will be in the
network starting Dec. 15.
Do you use specialty or limited distribution
medications? If so, you’ll get a letter from
Express Scripts detailing how you can transfer
your prescriptions to a new specialty network
pharmacy. You may also receive a phone call
from an Express Scripts representative. They
can help you move your medication to a new
specialty network pharmacy that’s near you.
LTC Mark Peer, Department Chair and
Professor of Military Science, Army ROTC
at UNL (wearing the 'new' Army dress
uniform) and Stephen Bartelt.

If you fill a prescription at Walmart, Sam’s Club,
or community pharmacy leaving the network on
or after Dec. 15, it will be a non-network
pharmacy. This means you’ll have to pay the full cost of your prescription up front.
You’ll also need to file a claim for partial reimbursement. Check out Filling
Prescriptions to learn more. You can also refer to the TRICARE Pharmacy Program
Handbook.

Midshipman Midshipman Cohan Bonow,
Navy ROTC at UNL wants to be a Seal

If you need to
find a new
network
pharmacy, you
can search for
one on the
Express
Scripts
website. You
can also call
Express
Scripts at 1877-363-1303
to help you
find one close
to you.
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Cadets Wendy Wilson and Carson
Sturgeon, Army ROTC at Creighton

Keep Your Nebraska State Senator Informed

Contact your Senator and the Speaker of the Legislature
- Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained… You just might make the difference!

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same.
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization, working to support military and their
families at every stage of life. It actively petitions Congress on
behalf of the military community on issues affecting the career
force, the retired community, and veterans of the uniformed
services. MOAA offers a wide range of personal and financial
services exclusive to MOAA members. Whatever the stage of a
career, MOAA membership delivers benefits geared specifically to
you – and your family. You become part of the strongest advocate
for our military and their families. Those with prior officer service
in any of the seven uniformed services can become members.
Consider joining today because every voice counts! You will be
protecting not only your earned benefits but for all serving today.
Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local issues,
interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor. We provide a
really great environment for camaraderie and mutual support with
our meetings, speakers, newsletters, website, and community
involvement. We are like family.

As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING….
We are One Powerful Voice –
For every officer at every stage of life and career…
Join Us !! You will be glad you did!
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Selection of Membership
When you join MOAA, you become part
of the strongest advocate for our
military’s personnel and their families.
The stronger our membership is, the
stronger our voice becomes. Consider
joining today because every voice counts.
Three membership levels
to meet the needs of all Officers.

BASIC

PREMIUM

LIFE

Features of each
Membership level

No-cost electronic
Membership
designed for
today’s junior officers.

Full access to MOAA’s career
resources, countless discounts on
products and travel, & access to all of
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news
updates. Full access to a wide
variety of member benefits for
today’s career officer.

Receive all the benefits that
PREMIUM membership has
plus exclusive privileges and
benefits.

Membership Dues

Free

1 year -$48, 2 years - $82
3 years - $108

Dues are based on your
current age

Dues vary by
Chapter.
(Heartland Chapter of
Ne is $20 per yr)

New chapter members receive a
voucher good for one year of
chapter dues.

New chapter members
receive a voucher good for
two years of chapter dues.

Support of critical advocacy efforts to
protect the benefits of the entire military
community.
Electronic access to several of MOAA’s
news updates.
Discounts on products and travel.
Career transition resources
MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting
career fairs, resume critiques, training
sessions & much more.
Expert advice on your military pay &
benefits
MOAA’s team of highly trained
professionals can help you receive the
military benefits you’ve earned through
one-on-one counseling.
Financial planning and investment advice
Military Office magazine
Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications
Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants
MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow
offices in your community. A PREMIUM or
LIFE membership makes it easy.
Bonus travel rewards and discounts
Initiation fee waived at the Army and
Navy Club of Washington, D. C.
Spouse Protection -membership benefits
transfers if something happen to you.

Auxilary Annual DUES
1 Yr - $43 2 Yr - $73 3 Yr - $97
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National Membership Form
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Local Membership Form

Contact Chapter Officers for more info: President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888,
Membership: Michael DeBolt 402-980-0554, Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo –
402-292-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402740-3127, ROTC: Doug Pikop – 402-690-4338, Personal Affairs: Teri LeHigh – 402-2912713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lidiya Glinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster &
Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-8718409, Transition Liason: Jack Nelson – 402-679-3725
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(PLEASE UTILIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES)
Their support aids our programs

"How can we not be incredibly grateful for our Military? In
Bellevue and Omaha, we are reminded often
of unwavering dedication, seeing soaring
planes preparing for eventful deployment.
Our Military are honoring the rest of us. Our
hearts stand at attention and honor and
appreciate you in return. Your friends at
Fort Crook Car Wash are so happy when you visit! We look
forward to seeing you soon. Thank you for your service.
You are our heroes."–
Pete Zekauskas
613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US… LET US SUPPORT THEM !!
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Your Ad
Could be right here!!
Call
Dick Doolittle 402-8718409

USAA supports our ROTC
Recognition Dinner
Every November
Thank You USAA !!
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BEARDMORE

Brian Kucks

General Sales Manager

Phone
402-734-2525
Toll Free 800-734-0271
Fax
402-738-7615
Email bkucks@beardmorechevy. com

(psst…. Your Ad would look good here !!!)

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy. com

In Memory of

Ben F. Comstock
POW WWII 8 Dec 1941
( taken prisoner at Wake
Island )
Past National Director
AMERICAN
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
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This space Is
Available
For your ad !!
(call Richard at 402-871-8409)
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2021 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations
James Ashford, Don Bacon Stephen Bartelt, Richard Bertrand, Larry Biederman, Wayne Brunz,
Edward Burchfield, Christopher Canada, Richard Carver, Gerald Chamberlen, Paul Cohen, Michael
Cook, Rick Croasdale, Charles Davis, Michael DeBolt, Martha Didamo, Daniel Donovan, Richard
Doolittle, William Doyle, Jr.,Mark Dreiling, Rene Dreiling, Dean Eckel, Richard Evans III, Eileen
Fleming, Robert Foley, Deanne Fortney, Douglas Frost, Steven Gallagher, Tommy Garrett, Mila
Gilkeson, Joshua Haack, David Heer, Shirley Hoover, Richard Hahn, Chester Harris, Gloria Harvey,
Dorris Heaston, Charles Holderness, Ned Holmes, Ralph Holtmann, Terrance Hummel, Edward
Janeczko, Jr, Pat Jones, Dennis Kathman, Dean Kenkel, Cynthia Keyes, Edwin Koch, Gary Lee,
Terri Lehigh, Roger Lempke, Carol Maasdam, Edward Maloney, Shane Martin, David McBlain,
Edward McEniry, Kenneth Meyer, Courtney Miller, Paula Muth, Jack Nelson, William Nelson, Mark
Olson, Dick Parcher, Sheree Patterson, Bruce Peters, Douglas Pikop, James Reardon, Earl Rogers,
Joan Rousseau, Ronald Russell, Sharon Russell, Rita Salucci, David Sanborn, Owen Saunders,
Alfred Schapker, Linda Shaw, John Sheffield, Elizabeth Shotkoski-Jurgens, Leo Smith II, Beverly
Snowden, Mark Spadaro, Brian Stephan, Raymond Stuart, Janet Stults, Thomas Svoboda, Michael
Tabler, Regis Urschler, Thomas Wagoner, Lawrence Weidinger, Robert Wicklund, Wendel Wight,
Ronald Witcofski, Henry Woidyla,
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

May They Not Be Forgotten:
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms
so cherished by human beings. We must ever be vigilant and prepared to
defend our way of life against those who would deny it. Callous
politicians, power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial
religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat
to the preservation of what many take for granted. Every citizen should
take a few moments from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have
in our country. They should give thanks to those who have served and
preserved our way of life. Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.

– PLj

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy
‘IRON-CLAD CONTRACT’
This came about from the iron-clad ships of the Civil War.
It meant something so strong it could not be broken.
‘PASSING THE BUCK / THE BUCK STOPS HERE’
Most men in the early west carried a jackknife made by the Buck
Knife company. When playing poker it was common to place one of these
Buck knives in front of the dealer so everyone knew who he was. When it was
time for a new dealer the deck of cards and the knife were given to the new dealer. If this
person didn't want to deal he would "pass the buck" to the next player. If that player
accepted then "the buck stopped there". What president made the saying famous?

So-o-o-o, LIFE IS GOOD ….
"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE,
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,
SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.” And SMILE…. It’S CONTAGIOUS !!!
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December 2021 Reservations for Members & invited guests

Social Hour starts at 6 PM – Music Program at 6:30, Dinner at 7:05 PM

Remember the expression, “The more, the merrier”?
We ask you to make our meetings better, with your presence.
NOTE: IF YOUR RESERVATION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED BY RON OR LIDIYA,
PLEASE CALL THEM

*************
RSVP: Lt Col Ron & Lidiya Glinka - Tel: 402-672-2020 - heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com

Please specify names of attendees, meal choices and
include a phone number in case we need to contact you.
Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner! If you must cancel
your reservation, please call Ron or Lidiya at (402) 672-2020 prior to 4:00 pm on
the day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are a NO-SHOW
and we will have to send you a bill for the cost.
Meal selections are as follows:
8oz Top Sirloin w/ Baked Potato & Steamed Broccoli - $40.00
($44.00 w/ spumoni ice cream)
Chicken Cordon Blue w/ Baked Potato & Steamed Broccoli - $36.00
($40.00 w/ spumoni ice cream)
House Chopped Salad with Sauteed Shrimp - $25.00
($29.00 w/ spumoni ice cream)

Make your check out to Heartland Chapter MOAA
OR…. use our stamp which will be provided at sign-in
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