Heartland of America Chapter
-- We Never Stop Serving --- We Are One Powerful Voice --

--- for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career --***********

***** October 2020 *****

“Our Country is being torn apart….
You have three choices….
The wrong choice, the right choice,or…
to do nothing, which is just another wrong choice.
You must vote in this election….
It will decide the future of our nation.”
(See pages 3 & 4 for details)

Next Dinner Meeting October 21st

At Anthony’s Steak House, 72nd & F St.
Social Hour starts 6pm, dinner at 7pm
(see inside back cover for details)
Check out our website at www.heartlandMOAA.us or call (402)339-7888
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our September 16th meeting
because we did not have enough Chapter members make
reservations. Several of our regular dinner attendees were out
of town and others were concerned about Covid-19. Our
Chapter Board will consider meeting alternatives for our
October meeting.
Our September 16th speaker, Bill Williams, was disappointed
and we discussed rescheduling him in the spring. Bill and his
wife Evonne had spoken to us a few years ago and are the
owners of Patriotic Productions, the non-profit that between 2008 and 2019
orchestrated flights to Washington for World War II, Korea, and Vietnam veterans.
More than 3400 veterans participated in these visits to their memorials in DC.
Bill and Evonne created a Flights of Honor display of photos, videos, and
memorabilia from the 13 flights. It was on display at the Papillion Landing facility
from September17-20 and I visited it on the 28th. The display also contains the
name of those veterans who participated and I recognized a few of the names from
the Vietnam flights. It is a very impressive display.
In last month’s newsletter, General Paul Cohen wrote an article “Progress on
Military and Veterans’ Issues in Nebraska.” He cited the wonderful relationship
with Senator Sue Crawford and her accomplishments for veterans in the
Unicameral. He then mentioned the role of former chapter presidents Joe DeCarlo,
Rene Dreiling, and me plus Legislative Chair Jeff Mikesell, Dean Kenkel, and his
Veterans Coalition partner Ron Dupell. One important name, however, was
missing: General Paul Cohen.
He was the president between Joe and Rene when he accepted his term on
MOAA’s National Board from 2008 to 2014. After his term was up, he volunteered
to fill our vacant Legislative Chair. Senator Crawford took office in January 2013
and Gen Cohen quickly developed an effective working relationship with her. When
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Governor Ricketts asked Senator Tom Brewer to introduce tax legislation in 2019,
Gen Cohen quickly established a solid relationship with Senator Brewer.
After the LB-153 signing ceremony, John Hilgert, the State Director of Veterans’
Affairs, told me that the reason LB-153 passed was our “persistence.” I believe
John was correct as we have supported the passage of tax exemption for almost
20 years. I also believe that the key factor in this persistence was Gen Paul
Cohen. During his tenure on the National Board, he testified to the Revenue
Committee almost annually and he continued to encourage us to support the
exemption legislation that was introduced annually. He also encouraged Chapter
members to always base our support on how retaining military retirees would
benefit the State of Nebraska and to never claim an exemption was “owed” to
retirees. Gen Cohen was recognized at the 2018 Annual National MOAA Meeting
with the Steve Strobridge Award for being the top legislative chair in MOAA. He
fully deserved that recognition and he has continued that level of effort until this
legislation finally passed. Gen Cohen, we thank you for your leadership and
professionalism.
Dan Donovan

d.donovan1@cox.net

402-339-7888

Voting laws for Nebraska and Iowa
(from state websites)

The November 3rd election is the most significant one thus far in our
lives. The future of our nation will be decided. It is much more than a
personality contest for President. One side advocates more big
government control of your lives, higher taxes, loss of 2nd Amendment,
reduced freedom of speech, reduced freedom of religion, preference for
minorities, open immigration, government controlled education, severe
changes to energy production, reducing local police effectiveness,
weak law enforcement, and weakening of the military. The other side
advocates the opposite: less big government control in your life, lower
taxes, strong protection of 2nd Amendment, free speech, freedom of
religious beliefs, equal opportunity for all races, school choice, energy
independence, strong police protection, strong enforcement of laws,
and a strong military. Which way do you favor? Which kind of life do
you want, for yourself, for your family, for future citizens of our country,
and which way is worth spending a lifetime in service to or perhaps, as
millions have done, paying the ultimate price to preserve? Read each
party’s platform and decide for youself which one you prefer, but
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please vote. Have you changed addresses since the last election?
Make sure your vote will count. Can you help a friend or neighbor to
get registered and to vote? Don’t complain later if you did not vote.
The table below covers Neb. & Iowa rules (as of 28 Sept):
Voter action
Nebraska
Iowa
Election Day registration
NO
YES
Resident of the state AND county
YES
YES
Mail-in registration postmarked / received:
In-person registration must be done by:
On-line registration allowed?
Voter ID required?
Early Voting allowed?
- In-person start on 5 Oct, end 2 Nov
- Mail-in ballot request auto sent out
- Last day to request early ballot
Early ballot must be at Cnty Election Office?

Polls open and close times

Postmarked by
16 October
23 October
YES, by 5pm, 16 Oct

NO
YES
YES
mailed 28 Sept
23 October
3 Nov 8 PM CT
/7 PM MT
8/7 AM -8/7 PM
Central/Mountain
Neb. Voter Info

Check your registration and polling place

Received by
24 October
24 Oct by 5 PM
Yes, by 24 Oct
Photo ID
YES
YES
24 Oct 5 PM
Postmark prior
3 Nov, rec’d by
noon 12 Nov
7 AM – 9 PM
Iowa Voter Info

Voter registration deadlines for the 2020 election are fast approaching.
[FREE DOWNLOAD FOR MILITARY: MOAA's Absentee Ballot Guide]
{FOR NEB. RESIDENTS: VOTER REGISTRATION FORM &/or EARLY VOTING FORM}
{FOR IOWA RESIDENTS: VOTER REGISTRATION RULES &/or EARLY VOTING RULES
You can fulfill your civic duty no matter where you are in the world; register to vote
and request an absentee ballot at the same time by filling out the Federal Post
Card Application. When completed, print out the form and mail it (the proper
mailing address will be provided based on the information you submit) to receive
your absentee ballot. It is suggested doing so ASAP to ensure you meet your
state’s registration deadline and receive a ballot in time.
The 2020 election will be held Tuesday, Nov. 3. In addition to voting for president
and other federal offices, many state and local seats will be on ballots across the
nation. All important, especially so with this election’s potential for change.
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While MOAA remains a nonpartisan association, you may track military related
issues and contact your legislators here. MOAA continues to fight to protect
earned service member benefits through advocacy work and through the combined
voice of 350,000 association members.
New Military Times installation Guide 2020
(By: Defense News & Military Times Early Bird Brief – 28 Sep)

Military Times has published an updated Installation Guide for 2020, offering a
comprehensive look at Defense Department bases around the world and the vital
services they provide for service members and veterans.
Electronic readers can download the new Installation Guide here.
The guide includes an updated rundown of the services provided and key contact
information for each base to support military families who are moving to a new
duty station or veterans who might be traveling in the area.
What You Should Know About a New $300 Charitable Tax Deduction
(from MOAA 23 Sep, by By: Shane Ostrom)

Have you heard the news? With all the changes in the financial world due to the
virus, maybe this one slipped by you.
For those of you who use the standard deduction, when you fill out your IRS form
1040 for 2020, you will be allowed to write off up to $300 — cash only — from
income for a charitable deduction. The definition of “charitable organization” will
be specific; it appears donor advised funds and certain organizations that support
charities won’t qualify. (This is not available to itemizers.)
The 2020 IRS forms have not been released yet, so this is the predicted game plan:
The IRS Form 1040 will have a new line to insert your charitable contribution. On
the draft form 1040 for 2020, it is line 10b on the front of the form. It will be an
“above-the-line” reduction in your income and establishes your Adjusted Gross
Income (AGI). It appears, but is not yet verified, that you will get $300 per form
1040, not $600 per joint filing.
This provision also appears to only be available in 2020. Don’t count on it
repeating next year. Standard deductions for 2020 are $12,400 for singles and
$24,800 for joint filers. With this provision, you can get up to $300 off your income
for the year. For those of you crunching the numbers, this does not mean big
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bucks. But hey, it’s something, right? Consider donating it to your MOAA
charities or to your local chapter’s charitable efforts.
The exact details and how all of the rules will work are not yet known. Consult
your tax specialist for more details as details are released.
Air Force hair standards have changed !!
(from AF Times, 30 Sept)

In a Sept. 15 update to dress and appearance regulations, the Air Force outlined
four changes to the rules governing how airmen wear their hair.
Two of those changes will allow airmen to have a little more bulk in their hair.
Men, whose hair previously could be no more than 1¼ inches from their scalp, can
now have a hair bulk of 2 inches. Women’s hair bulk standard also increased from
3½ inches to 4 inches.
The Air Force said that the changes take effect immediately, and are part of the
service’s effort to create a more inclusive and diverse environment. The service
previously lengthened the medical shaving waivers, primarily used by Black men,
from one year to five years, and revised the dress and appearance regulations to
remove subjective language such as “faddish” and references to complexion,
among other changes.
The latest changes also clarify that all airmen, regardless of their natural hair
color, are authorized to dye their hair to another natural hair color. Natural hair
colors are brown, blonde, brunette, natural red, black, or gray.
Men can now also cut, clip or shave a straight-line part into their hair on either side
of their head, the Air Force said. The part must be above the temple, cannot be
curved or slanted, and cannot exceed 4 inches in length or a quarter-inch in width.
So…. We older military experienced people might be well-advised to be observant
and not quick to comment to the newer serving personnel about their hair cuts!
An Opportunity to Help
(from LtCol Mike DeBolt)

The Omaha Parks Foundation will sponsor “Veterans Shine” on Thursday, Nov 5th,
at WWII Memorial Park on Dodge near UNO. Our own B/Gen Paul Cohen was the
speaker last year and our own LtCol Pat Jones and the Sarpy Serenaders provided
patriotic music. You are all invited to attend. You are also invited to help the
Omaha Parks Foundation fund such events at Omaha Parks Foundation donation.
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Election 2020: Presidential Candidates Answer MOAA's Questions
(By: Kathleen Curthoys, MOAA 16 Sept)

MOAA asked, and the candidates answered.
President Donald Trump, Democratic nominee Joe Biden, and Libertarian candidate
Jo Jorgensen — all competing in the 2020 presidential election — responded when
MOAA asked for their outlook on uniformed services issues in the weeks leading up
to Election Day.
The questions cover a wide range of topics related to servicemembers, veterans,
and their families, as well as national defense posture, the defense budget, and
what the services need to accomplish their missions.
Their answers are presented here in their entirety and verbatim, as provided by the
candidates through their campaign teams in early August; responses also will
appear in the October issue of Military Officer.

We have made an effort to present these responses in a balanced way, in keeping
with MOAA’s pledge to be nonpartisan. Click on the topic area below for responses
from the candidates; click here for candidate bios.











DEFENSE BUDGET
MILITARY PAY
GLOBAL CONCERNS
MILITARY READINESS
MILITARY SERVICE
VETERANS CARE
DOD MEDICAL BENEFITS
BENEFITS PACKAGE
MILITARY FAMILY READINESS
COVID-19
Keep Your Nebraska State Senator Informed

Contact your Senator and the Speaker of the Legislature - Nothing
Ventured, Nothing Gained… You just might make the difference!
PLEASE UTILIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES…
Their support aids our programs
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MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, working to support
military and their families at every stage of life. It actively
petitions Congress on behalf of the military community on
issues affecting the career force, the retired community, and
veterans of the uniformed services. MOAA offers a wide range
of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA
members. Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership
delivers benefits geared specifically to you – and your family.
You become part of the strongest advocate for our military
and their families. Those with prior officer service in any of
the seven uniformed services can become members.
Consider joining today because every voice counts! You will
be protecting not only your earned benefits but for all serving
today. Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local
issues, interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor. We
provide a really great environment for camaraderie and
mutual support with our meetings, speakers, newsletters,
website, and community involvement. We are like family.
As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING….
We are One Powerful Voice –
For every officer at every stage of life and career…
Join Us !! You will be glad you did!
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Selection of Membership
When you join MOAA, you become part
of the strongest advocate for our
military’s personnel and their families.
The stronger our membership is, the
stronger our voice becomes. Consider
joining today because every voice counts.
Three membership levels
to meet the needs of all Officers.

BASIC

PREMIUM

LIFE

Features of each
Membership level

No-cost electronic
Membership
designed for
today’s junior officers.

Full access to MOAA’s career
resources, countless discounts on
products and travel, & access to all of
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news
updates. Full access to a wide
variety of member benefits for
today’s career officer.

Receive all the benefits that
PREMIUM membership has
plus exclusive privileges and
benefits.

Membership Dues

Free

1 year -$48, 2 years - $82
3 years - $108

Dues are based on your
current age

Dues vary by
Chapter.
(Heartland Chapter of
Ne is $20 per yr)

New chapter members receive a
voucher good for one year of
chapter dues.

New chapter members
receive a voucher good for
two years of chapter dues.

Support of critical advocacy efforts to
protect the benefits of the entire military
community.
Electronic access to several of MOAA’s
news updates.
Discounts on products and travel.
Career transition resources
MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting
career fairs, resume critiques, training
sessions & much more.
Expert advice on your military pay &
benefits
MOAA’s team of highly trained
professionals can help you receive the
military benefits you’ve earned through
one-on-one counseling.
Financial planning and investment advice
Military Office magazine
Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications
Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants
MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow
offices in your community. A PREMIUM or
LIFE membership makes it easy.
Bonus travel rewards and discounts
Initiation fee waived at the Army and
Navy Club of Washington, D. C.
Spouse Protection -membership benefits
transfers if something happen to you.

Auxilary Annual DUES
1 Yr - $43 2 Yr - $73 3 Yr - $97
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National Membership Form
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Local Membership Form

Contact Chapter Officers for more info: President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888,
Membership: Michael DeBolt 402-980-0554, Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo –
402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402740-3127, ROTC: Doug Pikop – 402-690-4338, Personal Affairs: Teri LeHigh – 402-2912713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lidiya Glinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster &
Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-8718409, Transition Liason: Jack Nelson – 402-679-3725
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(CHAPTER ADVERTIZER SUPPORTERS)

"At this moment, December 2019, one of our work
colleagues has a family member deployed.
With absolute commitment, he departed on
his way to look out for and protect the rest
of us. To all our military, your friends at Fort
Crook Car Wash have the highest respect and
appreciation for you, and can't thank you
enough for your service.
You are our heroes."–
Pete Zekauskas
613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US… LET US SUPPORT THEM !!
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Your Ad
Could be right here!!
Call
Dick Doolittle 402-8718409

USAA supports our ROTC
Recognition Dinner
Every November
Thank You USAA !!
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BEARDMORE

Brian Kucks

General Sales Manager

Phone
402-734-2525
Toll Free 800-734-0271
Fax
402-738-7615
Email bkucks@beardmorechevy. com

In Memory of

Ben F. Comstock
POW WWII 8 Dec 1941
( taken prisoner at Wake
Island )

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy. com

Past National Director
AMERICAN
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
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2020 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations
Dennis Anderson, Don Bacon, Robert Bailey. Stephen Bartelt, Larry Biederman, Wayne Brunz, Joel
Buller, Edward L. Burchfield, Christopher Canada, Richard C. Carver, Gerald Chamberlen, Paul G.
Cohen, Michael Cook, Charles W. Davis, Michael A. DeBolt, Martha M. Didamo, Loretta C Donnelly,
Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, William L. Doyle, Jr., Rene Dreiling, Setsuko Erikson,
Richard Evans III, Eileen L. Fleming, Robert J. Foley, Douglas A. Frost, Tommy Garret, Doris
Greendyke, Richard Hahn, David Heer, Shirley Hoover, Joshua G. Haack, Richard C. Hahn, Chester
R. Harris, Shirley Hartranft, Gloria A. Harvey, Dorris R. Heaston, Charles W. Holderness, Terrance
J. Hummel, Patrick Jones, Dean Kenkel, Cynthia L. Keyes, Terri A. Lehigh, Roger P. Lempke,
Warren D. Lynn, Carol Maasdam, Robert W. Madden, Edward Maloney, David A. McBlain, Edward
McEniry ,Kenneth Meyer, Courtney Miller, Max Moore, Paula Muth, Jack P. Nelson, William H.
Nelson, Owen L. O’Saunders, Dick L. Parcher, Sheree L. Patterson, Bruce E. Peters, Douglas E.
Pikop, Doran G. Post, Richard L. Purdum, James L. Reardon, Earl Rogers, Joan C. Rousseau,
Ronald R. Russell, Sharon K. Russell, David Sanborn, Alfred L. Schapker, Mary M. Shaw, John A.
Sheffield, Leo W. Smith II, Bev Snowden, Mark A. Spadaro, John Stanfield, Raymond Stuart,
Thomas J. Svoboda, Tom Turner, Regis F.A. Urschler, Thomas Wagoner, Lawrence Weidinger,
Robert Wicklund, Wendel Wight, Henry Woidyla, Louis V. Zuccarello.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________

May They Not Be Forgotten:
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms
so cherished by human beings. We must ever be vigilant and prepared to
defend our way of life against those who would deny it. Callous
politicians, power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial
religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat
to the preservation of what many take for granted. Every citizen should
take a few moments from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have
in our country. They should give thanks to those who have served and
preserved our way of life.
Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.

– PLj

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy
Info for our Dan Donovan, Larry Bradley’s old friend Lewis also had a valve replacement
requiring open heart surgery. In preparation, his doctors asked him if he would prefer the plastic
valve or a pig's valve.
.

Lewis asked the difference. He was told the plastic valve could wear out and require replacement. On
the other hand, many people (for religious and other reasons) didn't want an animal's part in their body Bradley’s
friend said he was a coward and didn't want them cutting on him again so went with the pig's valve.
Weeks after the operation, Lewis was asked if he had any side effects. Dan, Lewis said he had two.
The first, he said, was that every time he went by a barbecue place he got a little misty eyed .
The other one was that every afternoon about three o'clock he would get this urge to pig out then lay in the mud.
So Dan, Lewis said, "You have no idea how hard it is to find someone who has the same urges you do."

But, life is Good!
"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE,
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,
SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.”
And SMILE…. It’s contagious !!!
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Dinner Reservations for October 21st
Social Hour starts at 6 PM – dinner at 7 PM

After dinner, our speaker will be Don Burman of the Omaha VA
Remember the expression, “The more, the merrier”?
We ask you to make our meetings better, with your presence.

NOTE: IF YOUR RESERVATION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED
BY RON OR LIDIYA, PLEASE CALL THEM

_____________

RSVP: Lt Col Ron & Lidiya Glinka - Tel: 402-672-2020 - heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com

Please specify names of attendees, meal choices and
include a phone number in case we need to contact you.
Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner! If you must cancel
your reservation, please call Ron or Lidiya at (402) 672-2020 prior to 4:00 pm on
the day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are a NO-SHOW
and we will have to send you a bill for the cost.

Meal selections are as follows:
Apple Thyme Pork Loin

w/Augratin

Potatoes & Steamed Broccoli - $29.00

($32.00 w/Chocolate ice cream)
**********

Lasagna - $22.50
($25.50 w/Chocolate ice cream)
**********

Thunderbird Salad with Salmon - $22.50
($25.50 w/Chocolate ice cream)
**********

New check writing procedures:
Make your check out to Heartland Chapter MOAA
OR….

use our stamp which will be provided at sign-in
Dress: Business attire or as appropriate
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