Heartland of America Chapter
-- We Never Stop Serving --- We Are One Powerful Voice --

--- for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career --***********

***** August 2020 *****

“To be Free, or not to be,
that is the question,,,,”
“Don’t take our Freedom for granted”

Make sure your voter registration is correct…. AND VOTE !!

No MOAA dinner in August
Next Scheduled Dinner Meeting September 16th
(see inside back cover for details)
Check out our website at www.heartlandMOAA.us or call (402)339-7888
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
As the Covid-19 pandemic continues, we have had to cancel
our monthly dinner meetings. We continue to support our
National and local MOAA priorities. Today’s (7/25) Wall Street
Journal notes “The Military Officers Association of America,
along with veteran and environmental groups, cheered House
passage of provisions aimed at cleaning up ‘forever
chemicals’... which can cause liver damage, cancer and
thyroid disease, from military bases.” The State legislation to
reduce taxation on military retired pay, contained in LB-153,
thanks to Governor Ricketts’ support and Senator/Col Tom
Brewer efforts remains alive. We expect to know if LB-153 passes within two
weeks—just about the time you receive this newsletter.
Meanwhile, depending on the impact of the pandemic, we have tentatively planned
these dinner meetings:
September 16, 200, Speaker: Bill Williams, Patriotic Productions;
October 21, 2020, Speaker: Don Burman, Director, VA Nebraska-Western Iowa
Health Care System;
November18, 2020, Speakers: ROTC Salute (Cadets & Midshipmen);
December 16, 2020, Entertainment: Sarpy Serenaders.
Our next Board Meeting will be Thursday, August 13, 2020 at The Special on Fort
Crook Road in Bellevue at 1145. We will be proposing some changes to our
Chapter Board.
We lost one of our regular meeting attendees this month as
Deanne Fortney, wife of Ken Fortney, Col, USA (Ret), passed away
on July 16th. Both Ken and Deanne have been active in our
Chapter activities and we express our condolences to Ken and his
family.
I attended my first meeting of the Nebraska Commission of
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Deanne Fortney

Military and Veteran Affairs on July 24th. I was appointed to the Commission in
November 2019, by Governor Ricketts to replace the Second District member, Mr.
Bill Williams (our speaker for our September meeting).
Because of the pandemic, this meeting had been delayed a couple of months. The
Commission was created by the Unicameral in 2016 and has since conducted two
meetings per year. Our Chapter was deeply involved in the establishment of the
commission and, from my perspective, it is performing as expected. The primary
function of the commission is to address all matters of military significance to
Nebraska. A major function is the annual report summarizing the military assets of
Nebraska, including installations and missions, and the economic impact of the
military assets in Nebraska. The report also includes recommendations for
preserving and sustaining military assets and missions existing in Nebraska, and
recommendations for actions which the state can take to encourage expanding
such assets and missions. Additional information on the Commission is available
at the newly-created site:
https://veterans.nebraska.gov/commission-military-and-veteran-affairs.
Meetings of the Commission are open to the public and attendees may address
commission members. Attendees at this meeting included Gary Wooten, Nebraska
Department Commander of the American Legion, who expressed his support for
the Commission, and Chapter Member Dean Kenkel and his Nebraska Coalition
partner, Ron Dupell. Dean and Ron have attended most of the Commission’s
meetings and provided solid insight on various issues. Chairman John Hilgert
concluded the meeting by presenting Dean and Ron the honorary titles and
certificates of “Admiral in the Nebraska Navy,” signed by Governor Ricketts.
Dan Donovan
d.donovan1@cox.net
402-339-7888
MOAA Joins National Voter Registration Efforts
(MOAA Newsletter 23 July)

Voter registration deadlines for the 2020 election are fast approaching.
MOAA is partnering with National Voter Registration Day (NVRD) to get the word
out on registration so service members and their families can focus on the mission
at hand. MOAA will direct military voters to the resources available through the
Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP). FVAP provides voting assistance for
service members and their families, and all U.S. citizens overseas.
[FREE DOWNLOAD FOR MILITARY: MOAA's Absentee Ballot Guide]
{FOR NEB. RESIDENTS: VOTER REGISTRATION FORM &/or EARLY VOTING FORM}
{FOR IOWA RESIDENTS: VOTER REGISTRATION RULES &/or EARLY VOTING RULES
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The MOAA Foundation is committed to connecting military families with the
resources to make a difference in their communities and at large.
“We are proud to be a National Voter Registration Day partner again this year,"
said Amanda Centers, MOAA's vice president of development. "Due to the nature
of their service, the military community faces additional obstacles when
registering to vote. We aim to help alleviate confusion and perceived obstacles by
providing information, reminders, and links to credible resources for service
members and their families to quickly and easily access what they need to
successfully cast their ballot.”
You can fulfill your civic duty no matter where you are in the world; register to vote
and request an absentee ballot at the same time by filling out the Federal Post
Card Application. When completed, print out the form and mail it (the proper
mailing address will be provided based on the information you submit) to receive
your absentee ballot. It is suggest doing so ASAP to ensure you meet your state’s
registration deadline and receive a ballot in time.
If you are planning to vote in person, you may find resources at vote.gov. Voter
registration deadlines vary state to state and may change based on whether you’re
voting in person or absentee; learn about local deadlines here, along with voter ID
requirements here.
The 2020 election will be held Tuesday, Nov. 3. In addition to voting for president
and other federal offices, many state and local seats will be on ballots across the
nation.
While MOAA remains a nonpartisan association, you may track military related
issues and contact your legislators here. MOAA continues to fight to protect
earned service member benefits through advocacy work and through the combined
voice of 350,000 association members. To help strengthen our ranks, join now.
Avoid COVID-19 scams
(forwarded by LtCol Ron Russell, 22 July)

Have you gotten robocalls, text messages, or emails offering free face masks? Or
maybe you've seen social media posts about free COVID-19 testing kits, "cures," or
protective equipment?
Unfortunately scammers are using the COVID-19 pandemic to try to steal your
Medicare Number and personal information. If anyone reaches out to get your
Medicare Number or personal information in exchange for something, you can bet
it's a scam.
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Prevent Medicare Fraud. Stop scams before they happen. Watch this short
video and visit Medicare.gov/fraud for tips on preventing Medicare scams and
fraud. If you suspect fraud, call 1-800-MEDICARE to report it.
Heartland MOAA Chapter July Board Meeting
(by chapter Vice President Ron Russell)

On July 10, 2020 at 2:53 PM Ron Russell <rrrussell2@gmail.com> wrote:
Marty Didamo, Pat Jones (by telecon), Rene Dreiling (by telecon), Dick Doolittle,
Doug Pikop, and Ron Russell met at the Special Restaurant 9 July 2020, to
consider current issues facing our Chapter. The Board members present did not
constitute a quorum.
The members discussed at length our Board President Dan Donovan’s July
9th surgery, to replace his aortic heart valve. Dan is doing well and is recovering at
Bergan Mercy Hospital over the next week. Dan’s daughter, Kelly, has asked our
members not call Dan while he is recuperating in hospital, but would greatly
appreciate us sending Get Well cards to Dan at: 1013 N. Beadle St, Papillion, NE
68046. The Board expects Dan to make a full recovery, but we urge all our
members to keep Dan in their thoughts and prayers during his convalescence.
Please send any Chapter-related business questions or suggestions for Dan
Donovan, to Ron Russell, rrrussell2@gmail.com. The Board is actively soliciting
suggestions for guest speakers to support our September and October Dinner
Meetings. The Board is seeking local leaders/authorities in civic, historical, sports,
business, or military/veteran affairs as guest speakers. Please contact Ron
Russell, 402-297-4244, if you have someone in mind. (ed note: Sept & Oct speakers
have been found, but your suggestions for next spring are encouraged)
The Board noted that the $143.9 million dollar contract to rehab the Offutt runway,
has been awarded. No specific start date on the reconstruction of Offutt’s 70 year
old runway has been announced, but the project is projected to take two years to
complete. In the interim, the 55th Wing’s aircraft will be operating from the Lincoln
Nebraska Airport.
According to the 55 Wing Commander, Col Gavin Marks, Offutt’s new runway and
associated improvements will allow Offutt to support national intelligence,
surveillance, reconnaissance, electronic warfare, and nuclear command, control,
and communications for decades to come.
Anthony’s Restaurant, our Chapter’s long time site for monthly Dinner Meetings,
has reopened, but we are, as of now, still uncertain regarding the seating capacity
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and other amenities being offered for large groups such as ours. The Board will
determine whether Anthony’s can accommodate our needs in the future, and
advise the Membership soonest. The Chapter Dinner for August has been cancelled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Board will advise concerning our September
and October Dinners in the near future.
The Chapter’s financial condition is good, as we have not been spending on Dinnerassociated and several other monthly items at our normal rate. Our Chapter has
supported five local college ROTC scholarships for 2020. -- Ron Russell
FY 2021 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
(Update from MOAA 23 July Newsletter)

The House passed its version of the FY 2021 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) by a strong bipartisan vote of 295-125, and the Senate by an 86-14 margin.
While these votes mark significant steps forward in the process, it’s far from over.
This is a critical juncture for the FY21 NDAA. The bill will advance to a conference
committee. Members of the House and Senate will negotiate behind closed doors.
This year, some provisions in the NDAA will benefit service members, retirees,
survivors, and their families, and some provisions will be detrimental. The
provisions MOAA is advocating to make it through the NDAA process include:

Military Pay
A provision to increase military pay by 3% tied to the Employment Cost Index is
included in both the House and Senate versions of the NDAA.

Military Health Care
Efforts to include a halt to military medical end strength cuts and the realignment
of military treatment facilities (MTFs) in the NDAA remain at risk. The House
version supports these provisions, but, the Senate version does not. Contact your
senator today to express your support for the House provisions.

Military Family Readiness
The Senate NDAA version includes provisions to consider family discounts at child
development centers (CDCs) for families with two or more children at a center.
The House version includes provisions to reassess fee assistance for families with
consideration of cost fluctuations by location, as well as an assessment of the
priority system and waitlist at CDCs.
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Both the House and Senate also recommend substantial increases to the
authorized amount of spending on military privatized housing support to better
facilitate hiring of housing staff and to support needs for maintenance and repair
work.
MOAA expects most of the child care and military housing provisions to make it
through the NDAA process.
[RELATED: Here’s How the NDAA Would Improve Military Housing]

Commissary-Exchange Merger
The House version of the NDAA seeks an updated business case analysis for the
Defense Resale Enterprise’s proposal to consolidate the commissaries and
exchanges after the Government Accountability Office (GAO) found significant
problems in the proposed merger. Unfortunately, the Senate version stayed silent
on this issue. MOAA is focusing its efforts on the Senate to ensure the House
language is adopted in conference.

National Guard and Reserve Components
The Senate version includes language that would redesignate the DD-214 form as
the Certificate of Military Service, making it a standard total-force record of
military service for all members of the armed forces, including the reserve
components.
The House version includes a section that would standardize payment of
hazardous duty incentive pay for members of the Guard and Reserve, and the
Senate version includes a mandate for hazardous duty pay at the rate of no less
than $150 a month. While the language is different for these hazardous duty pay
sections, they do show a positive step that reflects Congress’s understanding of
the essential role the National Guard and reserve components play.
[TAKE ACTION: Tell Congress to Take Care of the Reserve Component in the
NDAA]

Toxic Exposure and Access to VA Benefits
The Senate version would add bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkinson’slike symptoms to the list of veterans’ diseases associated with exposure to Agent
Orange. Unfortunately, the House NDAA does not.
While this will make the fight for this much-needed expansion of Agent Orange
presumptives more challenging, MOAA is working to ensure the Senate amendment
survives the NDAA conference process. You can help by writing a letter or making
7

a phone call to your representative asking for their continued support of this
change, which would benefit tens of thousands of Vietnam veterans.

Sexual Harassment and Assault
Both House and Senate NDAA versions include language to establish the “Safe to
Report” program across all the branches of the armed services. This and other
sexual trauma-related provisions would encourage reporting by victims without
fear of punishment for minor collateral misconduct, such as underage drinking.
Keep Your Nebraska State Senator Informed

Contact your Senator and the Speaker of the Legislature - Nothing
Ventured, Nothing Gained… You just might make the difference!
PLEASE UTILIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES…
Their support aids our programs

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization, working to support military and their families at
every stage of life. It actively petitions Congress on behalf of the military
community on issues affecting the career force, the retired community, and
veterans of the uniformed services. MOAA offers a wide range of personal
and financial services exclusive to MOAA members. Whatever the stage of a
career, MOAA membership delivers benefits geared specifically to you – and
your family. You become part of the strongest advocate for our military and
their families. Those with prior officer service in any of the seven uniformed
services can become members. Consider joining today because every voice
counts! You will be protecting not only your earned benefits but for all
serving today. Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local
issues, interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor. We provide a
really great environment for camaraderie and mutual support with our
meetings, speakers, newsletters, website, and community involvement. We
are like family.
As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING….
We are One Powerful Voice –
For every officer at every stage of life and career…

Join Us !! You will be glad you did!
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Selection of Membership
When you join MOAA, you become part
of the strongest advocate for our
military’s personnel and their families.
The stronger our membership is, the
stronger our voice becomes. Consider
joining today because every voice counts.
Three membership levels
to meet the needs of all Officers.

BASIC

PREMIUM

LIFE

Features of each
Membership level

No-cost electronic
Membership
designed for
today’s junior officers.

Full access to MOAA’s career
resources, countless discounts on
products and travel, & access to all of
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news
updates. Full access to a wide
variety of member benefits for
today’s career officer.

Receive all the benefits that
PREMIUM membership has
plus exclusive privileges and
benefits.

Membership Dues

Free

1 year -$48, 2 years - $82
3 years - $108

Dues are based on your
current age

Dues vary by
Chapter.
(Heartland Chapter of
Ne is $20 per yr)

New chapter members receive a
voucher good for one year of
chapter dues.

New chapter members
receive a voucher good for
two years of chapter dues.

Support of critical advocacy efforts to
protect the benefits of the entire military
community.
Electronic access to several of MOAA’s
news updates.
Discounts on products and travel.
Career transition resources
MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting
career fairs, resume critiques, training
sessions & much more.
Expert advice on your military pay &
benefits
MOAA’s team of highly trained
professionals can help you receive the
military benefits you’ve earned through
one-on-one counseling.
Financial planning and investment advice
Military Office magazine
Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications
Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants
MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow
offices in your community. A PREMIUM or
LIFE membership makes it easy.
Bonus travel rewards and discounts
Initiation fee waived at the Army and
Navy Club of Washington, D. C.
Spouse Protection -membership benefits
transfers if something happen to you.

Auxilary Annual DUES
1 Yr - $43 2 Yr - $73 3 Yr - $97
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National Membership Form
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Local Membership Form

Contact Chapter Officers for more info: President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888,
Membership: Michael DeBolt 402-980-0554, Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo –
402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402740-3127, ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs: Teri LeHigh – 402-2912713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lidiya Glinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster &
Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409
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(CHAPTER ADVERTIZER SUPPORTERS)

"At this moment, December 2019, one of our work
colleagues has a family member deployed.
With absolute commitment, he departed on
his way to look out for and protect the rest
of us. To all our military, your friends at Fort
Crook Car Wash have the highest respect and
appreciation for you, and can't thank you
enough for your service.
You are our heroes."–
Pete Zekauskas
613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US… LET US SUPPORT THEM !!
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Your Ad
Could be right here!!
Call
Dick Doolittle 402-8718409

USAA supports our ROTC
Recognition Dinner
Every November
Thank You USAA !!
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BEARDMORE

Brian Kucks

General Sales Manager

Phone
402-734-2525
Toll Free 800-734-0271
Fax
402-738-7615
Email bkucks@beardmorechevy. com

In Memory of

Ben F. Comstock
POW WWII 8 Dec 1941
( taken prisoner at Wake
Island )

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy. com

Past National Director
AMERICAN
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
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2020 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations
Dennis Anderson, Don Bacon, Robert Bailey. Stephen Bartelt, Larry Biederman, Wayne Brunz, Joel
Buller, Edward L. Burchfield, Christopher Canada, Richard C. Carver, Gerald Chamberlen, Paul G.
Cohen, Michael Cook, Charles W. Davis, Michael A. DeBolt, Martha M. Didamo, Loretta C Donnelly,
Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, William L. Doyle, Jr., Rene Dreiling, Setsuko Erikson,
Richard Evans III, Eileen L. Fleming, Robert J. Foley, Douglas A. Frost, Tommy Garret, Doris
Greendyke, Richard Hahn, David Heer, Shirley Hoover, Joshua G. Haack, Richard C. Hahn, Chester
R. Harris, Shirley Hartranft, Gloria A. Harvey, Dorris R. Heaston, Charles W. Holderness, Terrance
J. Hummel, Patrick Jones, Dean Kenkel, Cynthia L. Keyes, Terri A. Lehigh, Roger P. Lempke,
Warren D. Lynn, Carol Maasdam, Robert W. Madden, Edward Maloney, David A. McBlain, Edward
McEniry ,Kenneth Meyer, Courtney Miller, Max Moore, Paula Muth, Jack P. Nelson, William H.
Nelson, Owen L. O’Saunders, Dick L. Parcher, Sheree L. Patterson, Bruce E. Peters, Douglas E.
Pikop, Doran G. Post, Richard L. Purdum, James L. Reardon, Earl Rogers, Joan C. Rousseau,
Ronald R. Russell, Sharon K. Russell, David Sanborn, Alfred L. Schapker, Mary M. Shaw, John A.
Sheffield, Leo W. Smith II, Bev Snowden, Mark A. Spadaro, John Stanfield, Raymond Stuart,
Thomas J. Svoboda, Tom Turner, Regis F.A. Urschler, Thomas Wagoner, Lawrence Weidinger,
Robert Wicklund, Wendel Wight, Henry Woidyla, Louis V. Zuccarello.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________

May They Not Be Forgotten:
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms
so cherished by human beings. We must ever be vigilant and prepared to
defend our way of life against those who would deny it. Callous
politicians, power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial
religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat
to the preservation of what many take for granted. Every citizen should
take a few moments from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have
in our country. They should give thanks to those who have served and
preserved our way of life.
Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.
Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy

History repeats itself…..
… the plague…
… Spanish Flu…
… Hong Kong Flu…
… SARS Flu…
…Covid19 …
But, life is Good!
"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE,
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO
REPLACE!
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET
THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,
SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.”
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– PLj

Next Scheduled Dinner is September 16th

August Dinner is Cancelled
However, we expect to have our September 16th Dinner at
Anthony’s. Anthony’s is back to serving meals again.
Their staff all wear masks and plenty of hand sanitizer is
available. Tables are separated in accordance with the
state guidelines. Meal choices will be in the September
newsletter. We have a great speaker scheduled. Bill
Williams recently led the “Back the Blue” rally at Omaha
Memorial Park and is well-known for sponsoring so many
“Freedom Flights” for so many WWII and Korean War
Veterans to go visit Washington D.C. and see all the
monuments.
Remember when ??
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