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Memorial Day Ceremonies will be held nation-wide on May 31st 
BelleǾǳŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ммΥллŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ 

Music by the Sarpy Serenaders starting at 10:30am.   
 

 

Our Next Dinner Meeting at Anthonyôs Steak House Features  

Nebraska Legislature's just - closed Session Report  
By a Panel of Our State Se nators  

 

ï see inside of back cover!     
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

 

Even tho ugh our members enjoyed a relaxing evening at the 
Omaha Playhouse with a tour, meal, and the play ñMr Roberts,ò 

the month of April was anything but relaxing for our chapter. 

Many of us had the opportunity to present MOAA awards to the 

many ROTC and JROTC u nits throughout our area.  We received a 
last minute request from a new AFJROTC unit in the Lincoln school 

system.  Dick Doolittle volunteered to present this MOAA award 

since he was already presenting earlier in the day at the UNL Joint 

Service Chancellor ôs Review.  Many individuals have been working 
to get JROTC started in Lincoln and itôs good to see their efforts have finally paid off. 

Meanwhile on the same day, Dan Donovan was in the Unicameral representing MOAA 

at the annual Governorôs Meeting with Veterans. He had the opportunity to present 

our viewpoint on those issues affecting us in Nebraska.   BGen Paul Cohen & I had 
the opportunity to again attend the annual ñStorming the Hillò in Washington D.C. 

Once again , we were able to meet with all our senat ors and representatives plus 

interact with their legislative staffs.  We are fortunate in that our delegationôs staff 

consists of two military fellows, several military spouses, one Army Reservist, and 

one intern who will be leaving for the Marines this fa ll.   Most know and understand 
the issues when we speak with them.  They can provide wise counsel to the Senators 

& Congressmen.  
 

Our four primary issues for the Storm were :  1. Upgrade the military pay raise to cut 

the pay gap, 2. Fix Reserve Retirement in  view of their increased active service, 3. 

Fix Concurrent Receipt, and finally 4. Eliminate the unfair offset for all SBP - DIC 

survivors.  We also did point out the continuing concern about the lack of permanent 
action on the threatened 21% cuts to Medicar e and TRICARE.   This was my fourth 

year and BGen Cohenôs seventh year on the Hill.  Our delegation ñgets itò and in 

most cases will support these issues.  However , both of us sensed a between - the -

lines message that some of these things will be tough to get  through because of the 

seemingly endless spending that has taken place the last few years. We got that 
same feeling from our fellow prior - year Stormers.    

 

Not all was work though! We also had the opportunity to see some real heroes and 

volunteers at the  Awards Ceremony. Our own TriWest Alliance received an award for 
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their support of military members and their families. Two ladies, Linda Davidson and 

Gail Kruzel, founded Our Military Kids, a non - profit organization that supports the 

children of deployed G uard and Reserve service members. They recognized the 
impact deployments were having on the children of some of their employees and 

decided to do something about it. They now provide grants and fund tutoring 

programs along with many other things. Finally, Edmund Johnson and Charles Cove, 

two former Marines, decided back in 2005 to begin meeting flights of veterans 
returning home at the Pease Air Terminal in Portsmouth NH.  They have now greeted 

more than 350 flight s and 55,000 warriors. They have over 2500 volunteers  now and 

with an hourôs notice, can  usually get at least 200 greeters for each flight. They now 

assemble for both departures and arrivals, and provide food and drink for the 
warriors. Their whole operation reminds me of the Nebraskans who ran the  North 

Platte Canteen back during World War Two. We also had the opportunity to attend 

the Nebraska Breakfast on Capitol Hill, and a Big Red Sports Analysis of the spring 

game presented by Shawn Callahan of Rivals.com.  
 

Several MOAA affiliates, whose ads are in the MOAA magazine, briefed us on their 

programs. It may be worth your while to check them out. I spent some time talking 

with our new MOAA Travel vendor. The director is a MOAA member and he has 

tailored the program to benefit both the traveler and the individual MOAA Chapters 
& Councils. There are numerous incentives such as free condo vacations, cash 

rebates, special recognitions, and best price guarantees. They have over 140 cabin 

booked on the MOAA Alaska Cruise in September, and they are working  on two for 

2011. One goes to Europe during the D - Day anniversary and the other later in the 
year to the Hawaiian Islands. The one thing I became convinced of is that our 

National staff and the Board are truly looking out for us and trying to deliver good 

benefits as part of our MOAA memberships. If you have any further questions on 

some of these things, please feel free to email or call me.  
 

Do you have any questions about Nebraska legislation? Is Nebraska properly 

preparing for the next BRAC, whenever it  may come? Weôve invited five senators to 

attend the May meeting to give their thoughts this and other military and veteransô 

issues in the state. We have three commitments so far, and are firming up the other 
two.   Thanks again for your service, volunteer ism, and membership.  

   --  Rene Dreiling, 402 -592 - 3902, remi3@sprintmail.com  
  

Still Wanted ï Chapter Treasurer  Volunteer  
 

Fellow members, Doug &  Ruth Frost have done 
more than their  fair share supporting our 

chapter.  Thanks to Paula Muth and Marty 

Didamo for taking Reservation Chair d uties  from 

them . BUT, we need a Treasurer  to replace 
Doug .  It is all set up and Doug will ensure the 

transition is smooth.  Please contact Doug Frost ( ruth.Elaine@cox.net ), 292 -2973; or 

Rene Dreiling ( remi3@sprintmail.com ), 592 -3902 for more information.  

  

We Need You ! 
Retiring Treasurer Doug Frost & Ruth 

mailto:remi3@sprintmail.com
mailto:ruth.Elaine@cox.net
mailto:remi3@sprintmail.com
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After Action Report  
(by Past President Rick Savage)  

(ed.note -  several of us have had the same  battle Rick had. I asked him to write a 

ñlessons learnedò like we did on active duty ages ago to benefit others.)  

 

ñIt was my birthday, April 2nd .  For several days I had been experiencing bad 
allergies and also  terrible heartburn.  I had taken Allerga D  the past two days and 

had not slept at all because of the medicine.  My wife Laumpoon and I went for an 

hour long walk in our neighborhood that morning.  It was a beautiful morning, clear 

and sunny with all the trees budding, thus spewing their pollen on me.  We finished  

the walk and I went to see my coffee drinking buddies at the McDonalds on 36 th  and 
370 around 8  am.  My heartburn seemed to be getting worse.  When I arrived the 

heartburn seemed to be spreading.  I got some coffee and went to my seat.  M y 

buddy Ken Ruple had gone to get a birthday cake for me.  I sat next to Pastor Dan 

Wells but I was not comfortable, I went to the bathroom and started to have dry 
heaves.  My entire che st was burning and I thought I was having an allergy attack.   

I came back and asked Pa stor Dan to take me to my doctor just across the street , 

about 100 or so feet from McDonalds.  He did and after waiting in the office a little 

while, a nurse took me to a small office where s he took my vitals.  Soon the doctor  
came in and  I told him my story.  He said it probably was a reaction to the Allegra D 

and he had something that will take care of your problem very quickly.  He said at 

my age and condition, he will order an EKG "just to be safe".  When he looked at the 

EKG, he said I was having a heart attack and he called 911.  He ga ve me a baby 

asprin and a nitro gly ce r in tablet to put under my tongue.  Those doctor offices are 
small and there were three people in the office at t he time.  Before long there must 

have been 10 people i n that small office.  Nobody was saying anything, they were all 

just staring at me, watching me die ( I suspect ed )  and that really scared  me.  Soon , a 

paramedic arrived and gave me two more baby aspirins to chew up and swallow plus 
he gave me another nit r o pill.  They kept asking me "When were you born?!!".  I 

answered , "April 2, 1952".  At the time I thought t hey collectively must have had  

pretty bad memories b ecause they kept asking me that same question over and 

over.  Soon my family doctor Tammy Comstoc k came in and said,"What are you 
doing seeing all these other doctors behind my back?"  She hugged me and I cried a 

short bit.  I did not want to die and I especially did not want to die on my birthday.  

My doctor called Laumpoon.  The paramedic again aske d me "When were you born?" 

I said , "April 2 nd  1952 and  today is my birthday."  All the women in that small room 
said "ah!!" at the same time , and I started crying again but for much longer.  

Strang ely, the intense burning in my chest actually felt better a fter I stopped crying.  

Maybe I needed more air in my lungs. Soon , more paramedics arrived and they put 

me on a gurney and moved me into the ambul ance.  My wife met me just before they 

wheeled me into the ambul ance.    She grabbed my hand and said , "You wil l be OK 
honey!".  That was the last time I saw her un til night.  They s lammed the door shut 

and started moving.  The paramedic was trying to put an IV in my hand and I said to 

him, "It must be tough doing this while we are moving".  He said, "I actually am  

better when we are moving".  Just as he was putting the needle in my left hand, the 
ambul ance driver pulled a hard 4G right - hand turn and the paramedic bent the 

needle a little bit.  He said something like, "hum ... not too deep" and taped it up.  

One of my coffee drinking buddies,  Old Man Joe Palmer , tells the story when he went 
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on the ambula nce, the driver hit every bump in the road.  I am sure we ha d the same 

driver.  Those ambulances are rough riding vehicle s!  

 
We went straight to Midlands Hospital and  they did a heart catherization.  They gave 

me some pain medicine and then cut a vein near my groin and shoved what felt like 

a garden hose up my vein into my heart.  I do not remember everything because of 

the pain medicine but they shot some d y e into my heart and determined there was 
too much blockage for a stent to do any good.  They left a balloon cath e ter in my 

chest  cavity to pump my heart and rushed me to Bergen Mercy Hospital in Omaha.  I 

remember the sirens and the driving rainstorm, it was quite d ramatic.  We quickly 

arrived in some dark tunnel with what looked like blue tarp around the border of the 
entrance.  I knew at once, this was the big time.  Soon a very serious looking man 

arrived and told me I needed bypass surgery to save my life.  I did  not have to have 

the surgery, but if I did not get it I would die.  I looked him square in the eye and 

said quite forcefully, "Let's do it!" I did not need to sign anything. T hey ju st wheeled 
me up to the operati ng room.  Soon an anesthesiologist came by and asked me if I 

were allergic to any medicine and I said "ampicillin" he said "Ok, soon you will be 

asleep".  That is the last thing I remember until I woke up  in the cardiac ICU .  It was 

dark outside.  Funny thing, I had that vision of the dark tunnel w ith the blue tarp 

just before I awoke and I was not sure if I was going into surgery or just coming out 
of it.  I was in surgery for 5 ½ hours and t ook up to another  hour to wake up.  The 

burning sensation in my chest was gone and my alleregies were gone.  I looked at 

my right hand and the IV with the bent needle was still in my hand.  Wow, two major 

operations in two major hospitals and that IV was still there.  That paramedic must 
have been really good!  I wanted to pee badly but there was something in my groin 

that kept me from relieving myself.  My nurse was named Mary and I said "I need to 

go pee!" she said "You have a cathe ter , don't worry about it".  I said "But I have to 

go".  She gave me this strange look , like what are you talking about?   After loo king 
at the tubing and deciding I would not wet the bed and I just relieved myself.  When 

she came back she looked at the dark stuff  in the tube and said , ñI see you finally 

peed. ò  She was pleased and said the drugs ha d  wor n  off enough to let me  pee.  I 

said no, I just relieved my self.  She said that was impossi b le, you can not control 

yourself.   I thought to myself, "Ah , good, fighting with a woman again, that must 
mean I am going to live!"    And so I have , so far.    

 

There were many very good doctors, n urses, paramedics, and people who I had no 

idea what they were doing.  Most of the time , I only saw nurses.  Two nurses I 
particularly liked were Jamie and her friend Cathy.  They knew it was my birthday so 

they bought me a little birthday cake.  That real ly moved me.  I could not eat any of 

it but it was the nicest birthday gift I ever received in my life.  I hoped they enjoyed 

the cake later.  Jamie was a very good nurse.  She fus sed over every little detail of 
my care and I found it very reas sur ing.  She  put the silverware on  my dinner tray 

and she had them set vertically like you would see in a resturant.  I absent mindedly 

moved them horizontally.  She came back later, noticed they were horizontal and put 

them back up vertically.  She glared at me very intently and I knew exactly what she 
was thinking, "Don't you dare move that silverware again Major!  Do you understand 

me?".  I thought "Yes Maam!"   I made sure the silverware was always vertical with 

every meal after that.  I had a lot of confidence in her.  She started unplugging me 

from all the tubes, IVs, and other things hooked to my body.  I liked that.  There 
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were two long tubes in my chest that I thought were for the balloon catheter which 

kept my heart beating on my way from Midlands to Bergen Me rcy.  She was now 

going to take them out.  She said the best way to do it was to just rip them out fast, 
the pain would not last long.  She brought Cathy over to help.  I started to worry a  

lot, my mouth went instantly dry.  Shouldn't that balloon be remov ed by a surgeon?  

Should I be put under for this operation?  What would happen if the balloon got 

stuck on something critical like my heart or lung or s omething?  I did not say a 
word.  I put my faith in Jamie and Cathy ( and Jesus ) .  I believed Jamie knew what 

she was doing.  Cathy leaned against my chest and on the count of three, they both 

ripped those two tubes right out of my chest .  I was sure  the balloon was being 

dragged  out of my body, through my muscle, breaking a few ribs, and finally tearing 
a bi g hole through my skin.  I screamed like a girl and I thought I was going to pass 

out!  When I looked at the tubes I expected to see the bloody balloon at the end of 

the tube but I was pleasantly suprised to see just two tubes and  no balloon.  I 

looked at my chest for the gaping hole I was sure must be there  but I saw nothing 
near my heart.  I only saw three tiny little holes halfway between my belly button 

and m y heart.  I also saw the hug e 7 ½ inch scar where they split my chest open to 

do open heart surge ry but that scar was wired and glued togethe r.   I seemed ok.   

There were no other wounds!  I concluded right then and there they must have 

taken the balloon out when they performed open heart surgery earlier and I only 
imagined the balloon riping out of my chest!  I was so relieved and very happy that 

Jamie was so good.  No nurse came close to Jamie in my estimation and I sure had 

fun with her the rest of the shift.  Even when she removed the catheter that allowed 

me to pee, it did not hurt much.  I want to thank her and everyone else who kept me 
from dying on my birthday.  

 

I am extremely lucky to be alive but I did make a key decision that you might need 

to make too.   I recognized I needed medical attention and took decisive action 
before it was too late .  I thought my heart attack was an allergy attack and I asked a 

friend to drive me to my doctor ôs office.   My symptoms were not "classic heart 

attack".  It was a burn ing sensation in the chest that  felt like heart burn all over my 

chest.  Women's symptom s can be even more vague.  Any time you do not feel right 

in your chest, seek medical attention immediately.  It could save your life.  Pastor 
Dan's wife scolded him for not taking me directly to the hospital but I found out later 

that would have been a mi stake.  It is better to call 911 and wait for a paramedic 

than to take a heart attack victum to the hospital yourself.  The paramedics have 

drugs that can stop a heart attack or limit the damage to the heart that you will not 
have.  The paramedics will cal l the hospital and get them ready before you arrive.  

Let's face it, who wants to go to surgery with a doctor who is cold and has to decide 

if you are having a heart attack or just having heartburn?  

 
My recovery is coming along well.  My surgeon said he di d not see any damage to my 

heart during the operation and my EKG came back normal.  I hope we find I do not 

have any damage to my heart when we do any future stress tests.  I can not drive 

unil 2 May and I can not lift anyting heavier than 10 pounds until my doctor says I 
can.  That will be no earlier than 13 May 2010 when I see my cardiologist.  I am 

walking 35 minutes at least once per day (as often as 3 times/day) for 6 days a 

week.  Cardiac rehab told me NOT to push too hard physically.  I pushed too ha rd 

once and now know why you should rest some.  It lets the muscles reg row again.  If 
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you do not rest , it hurts and makes you very tired. I am on a low - salt, low - fat, heart -

healthy diet.  It seems if any thing  tastes good , then  I can not eat  it .  I have bee n 

home for about two weeks now and still have no allergy pro blems.  I feel pretty 
good but get tired easily and can not walk as fast as Laumpoon.  I used to lap her 

two or three times per hour in the gym.  Now she just smiles as she passes me.  I 

also nap  some in the day.  I have been reborn and given a second chance at life.  

Many people do not get a second chance at life and I am very grateful to the Man 
upstairs and his many helpers in the hospitals and rescue units in this world.  I 

might even go to ch urch again on my one day of rest per week. ï Happy to be hereé 

Rickò  

 
Kandahar Battle Tougher Than Expected  

( from an Associated Press release April 27th ) 
 

WASHINGTON --  The American - led effort to 

gain control of southern Afghanistan is off to a 
slow star t and the political clock is ticking as 

U.S. troops head into what could be the 

bloodiest fight yet in the eight -year war.  

President Obama has said U.S. troops must 
start leaving in 2011. But the slow pace of 

progress makes it less likely these tight 

dead lines  can be met.   

 
The expanded U.S. campaign began late winter 

in the small farming hamlets of Marjah, in Helmand Province, and has advanced 

more slow ly than expected .  Now U.S. and NATO troops face a much more formidable 

task: securing Kandahar, the bi rthplace of the Taliban and the area from which al -
Qaida planned the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the U.S.  

 

The drive this summer to secure Kandahar was supposed to build on the success of 

the much smaller Marjah operations.  But so far the U.S. and NATO  haven't achieved 

their goals in Marjah, military and civilian officials said, as the government has been 
slow to provide services and villagers have not rallied in large numbers to the Kabul -

based government.  One result is that the  Marines who provide th e backbone of 

security in the district are not getting enough tips from the villagers.  

  
People are hanging back, afraid to throw their lot with the government even if they 

hate the Taliban, military officials said, and the opportunity to win their trust i s 

fading.  The worry among military strategists is that if their tactics don't take hold in 

Marjah, with a population of roughly 80,000, what will happen in Kandahar?  
The site of heavy fighting with the Soviets in the 1980s, Kandahar became a 

command post  and spiritual homeland for the Taliban and al - Qaida in the 1990s 

before the 2001 NATO - led invasion. If they are not aiding the Taliban directly, 

Kandahar's 1 million - plus inhabitants are seen as sympathetic toward the militants 

and skeptical of the new Af ghan government.  
 

This June, NATO and the United States plan to greatly expand military operations in 

Kandahar after the bulk of the 30,000 - troop buildup ordered by Obama arrives.  
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The goal is to make significant headway by August, when the holy month of 

Ramadan begins. Military officials are betting that the spike in violence and 

casualties will abate by summer's end, and the Taliban's grip on the city will be 
loosened.  

There are currently 7,800 NATO troops in the region, operating alongside  some 

12,000 Afghan soldiers and police.  NATO  forces should swell to 11,200 in June.  

 
Several foreign U.N. employees were temporarily moved to Kabul hours after three 

bombings --  one aimed at a top police official --  shook the city and left two civilians 

dead.  

 
More recently, checkpoints have been opened around the city and special operations 

forces are moving closer. A senior military official in Kabul said more than 70 Taliban 

leaders have been "taken off the streets" in recent months.  

 
Ch apter  Programs for 2010  

(contributed by Director Larry Bradley, Program Chairman )   

April  feature d  a trip back to the Omaha 

Community Playhouse on April 24 to see Mr. 

Roberts , one of the outstanding successes of 

the modern theatre. This rowdy, realistic saga 
of a group of America n sailors aboard a Navy 

cargo vessel in the Pacific finds the crew 

suffering from that deadly boredom that is 

part of the routine of war. This Broadway hit 
is what brought the Playhouseôs own Henry 

Fonda back to acting after an eight - year absence. Fonda 

pl aye d the lead role , ñMister Robertsò, on stage as well as for 

the movie.   The back stage tour was very interesting and 
informative.  The food was good, especially the baked Salmon 

and desserts.  Those who missed it really missed a great 

evening.   We surel y will do this event again!  

 

May will feature a panel of Sarpy County State Senators including Tim Gay, Heath 
Mello and Scott Price. Juneôs speaker will be the gracious Dr. Ed Rauchut of Bellevue 

University. Dr. Rauchut had been scheduled to speak to us in  January, but accepted 

this new date when we had to cancel due to weather.  Dr. Rauchut will speak on 

Bellevue Universityôs Vision and Values program.  July will have us back for our final 
visit to Rosenblatt Stadium to see a Royals game.  We  are tentative ly looking at 

Friday night, July 23.   August will see a presentation  by Lois Wohlner on Jewelry of 

the First Ladies in the Twentieth Century. Septemberôs speaker will be the Adjutant 

General  of the Nebraska National Guard, BG Judd Lyons.  
  

Your suggestions  and recommendations for other meeting activities and speakers 

are very much encouraged and appreciated. Iôve already included two of the ones 

youôve made for our June and August speakers. Call or email Larry Bradley at 
402.321.4851  402.321.4851 or Bradlar1@aol.com . 
 

mailto:Bradlar1@aol.com
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Viewing Military Families  
(by Col. Steve Strobridge, USAF -Ret, Copyrighted)  

(MOAA Legislative Update 2 3 April  2010)  

 

ñAs stress on the force rises, researchers are spending more time trying to figure out 

wh at makes military families tick.  
 

A recent study, ñMarriage and the Military: Evidence That Those Who Serve Marry 

Earlier and Divorce Earlier,ò put out under the auspices of the Inter- University 

Seminar on Armed Forces and Society (a nonprofit academic gr oup), offers a case in 
point.   It wasnôt the title that caught my eye, though thatôs interesting enough. It 

was two other things.  

 

First was the studyôs hypothesis that military ñcompensation policies induce earlier 
marriage by active duty military member s compared to otherwise similar civilians 

who have not served.ò  

 

Second was the studyôs conclusion that the military should consider phasing in 

family benefits to provide relatively few benefits at first and more as length of 
service increases. (Shades of  ñif the military wanted you to have a wife, theyôd have 

issued you one.ò)  

 

Letôs get a few things straight here.  
 

Do military people get married earlier than non -military people? Iôm willing to 

accept that if the data say so. Do married veterans get div orced more than married 

non -veterans, as the study asserts? Iôd probably buy that, too.  
 

But claiming causation is something else. Thereôs a correlation between the sun 

coming up and a rooster crowing, but that doesnôt mean the roosterôs crow made the 

sun  rise.  

 
There are a number of circumstances that might explain the trends identified in this 

study. It might be the military recruits more mature people through its screening 

process, and more mature people marry earlier. It might be military service and its 

attendant stresses and relatively big responsibilities put on young people exerts a 
maturing process; or perhaps the mobile, stressful military lifestyle leads some to 

seek stability in their private lives through marriage.  

 

The study dismisses the st ressful lifestyle issue, noting the military divorce rate 
actually declines for families experiencing more deployments (while also noting a 

higher divorce rate among people who served than among those who didnôt). Iôd 

interpret those this data much differe ntly ð that deployment and other stresses 

might break many marriages early, while those marriages that survive a couple of 
deployments are inherently stronger.  

 

Iôm not trying to pass these ideas off as facts, but they seem less speculative than 

asserting  the military compensation system causes people to marry earlier and then 

divorce more.  
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Sure, it could have that effect for some people. But should it be a broad - brush 

conclusion? No way. There are an infinite number of reasons why people get married 
and  an infinite number of factors that differentiate military peopleôs lives and 

circumstances from those of civilians, so attributing causality to any specific one is a 

very big stretch.  

 
In any event, the proposed ñsolutionò to the proposed ñproblemò ð cut ting family 

benefits for younger married military people ð borders on silly.  

 

When people are laying their lives on the line and enduring ever - greater sacrifices 
for their country in the way todayôs troops are, and when families also are bearing 

tremendou s burdens of sacrifice, anybody who thinks Congress might actually cut 

back on benefits for military families, young or old, is viewing the world from the 

tallest of ivory towers.  
 

The military is becoming more family - friendly, not less ð and appropriatel y so. Like 

it or not, the reality is the country needs married people in the force to fill the ranks. 

We couldnôt man (or woman) the force without them.  

 
So thereôs no way Congress is going to discourage them from serving, and it isnôt 

going to penalize y ounger service members for getting married. If thereôs going to 

be an adjustment to the compensation differential, it will provide single people more 

ð not married people less.  
 

When researchers climb that high in their ivory tower, itôs no wonder they lose some 

ground - level perspective.  

 
My personal speculation is the money that went to fund this study might better have 

been spent on family separation allowances. ò ï Col. Strowbridge  

 

Meeting with the Governor, April 22, 2010  

(by Dan Donovan, Col USAF, Re t)  
 

Because our chapter president, Rene Drieling, was in Washington participating in a 

national MOAA event, he  asked me to represent our Chapter in a meeting of State 
veteran groups with Governor Heinemann.  Several groups were represented with 

over 30 att endees present.  

 

The governorôs initial comments described the pride he felt in 
his visit to a Kearney National Guard unit that was returning 

from deployment. He observed how the State continues to 

provide strong support to our Guard and Reserve units.  E arlier 

in the week, the governor also participated in a small dinner 
with the StratCom Commander, General Chilton, and the Air 

Combat Commander, General Frazier.  Governor Heinemann 

told them of his pride of  Nebraska units that have endured nine 

years of d eployments and yet, have continued to meet all 

recruiting goals.  Upon learning, General Frazier was a Texas A&M graduate; the 
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gove rnor invited him to attend the Nebraska - A&M f ootball game in Lincoln in 2012 

and to watch Nebraska ñbeat your butt.ò 

 
The gov ernor then asked for comments and questions. The first was a suggestion to 

expedite the process for admissions to the veteransô homes.  A second topic was to 

make more Nebraska Veteran Aid funds available for deploying units and their 

families.  
 

Another to pic was to consider making unique license plates for all veteransô 

organizations as long as there was sufficient demand for the plates so that there 

would be no additional costs in making the unique plates. The issue of license plates 
has come up in previo us meetings with the governor.  

 

The governor noted that the State is working on an on -line application for driversô 

licenses which will make the process easier for all residents.  
 

I introduced my comments by observing that the governor had already covered 

MOAAôs top priority in that the State is already providing key support for Guard and 

Reserve members and their families.  I told him  our next priority is for Nebraska to   

join the thirty other states that have already joined  the Interstate Compact on 
Educa tional Opportunity for Military Children.  I commented that we recognize 

Nebraskaôs high quality of life and we recognize the current revenue shortfall. When 

the economy returns, we would like to see a partial State tax exemption on military 

retired pay th at is similar to our surrounding states.  
 

I then mentioned the importance of State efforts to expand missions and personnel 

at Offutt AFB.  I noted that it appeared that politics were a reason that Offutt failed 

to win the Global Strike Command despite hav ing done the best on the objective 
criteria.  Governor Heinemann assured us that it was ñpoliticsò and that Senator 

Landrieu of Louisiana had outfoxed Nebraska.  The governor noted that Offutt is a 

focus of community leaders in Nebraska and it is important  for the entire 

Congressional delegation to be advocates for Offutt. He again mentioned his 

relationship with General Frazier.  
 

The governor was informed that there seems to be inconsistencies in the quality of 

the County Veterans Officers.  The government  noted that the County Offices donôt 

have a chain of command or really report to anyone. (For example, the Sarpy County 
Office ñrepresents Sarpy County in local communities and veterans organizations 

and serves as a liaison between the veteran, Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), 

and Nebraska DVA throughout the claims process)ò 

 
The final matter was the large numbers of Nebraskans returning from deployment 

with symptoms of PTSD and the important role veteransô groups play in supporting 

our veterans and th eir families.  

 
The governor concluded by reminding attendees of the dedication of the veteransô 

cemetery at Alliance on August 13, 2010.  
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General Effects on TRICARE and VA care  

(MOAA Legislative Update, 23  April )  
 

MOAA Council and Chapter Presidents from  the 50 states and Puerto Rico, 

accompanied by members of the national Board of Directors and headquarters staff, 
plus members of MOAAôs active duty, Guard, Reserve, spouse and auxiliary advisory 

committees swarmed Capitol Hill on April 21 to visit nearly all 535 representatives 

and senators in support of key legislative priorities.  

 
This year, the "Hill - stormers" met with their legislators and focused on the following 

issues:  

¶ Finding a permanent fix to the threatened 21% cut to Medicare and TRICARE 

payme nts  
¶ Upgrading the smallest proposed military pay raise in almost 50 years  

¶ Fixing a Reserve retirement problem that unfairly denies credit for hundreds of 

thousands of Guard and Reserve combat tours since 9/11  

¶ Fixing unfair compensation penalties imposed  on thousands of disabled 

retirees and military survivors  
 

MOAA Hill - stormers received very positive feedback from most legislators, and we 

hope to see a considerable jump in the number of cosponsors for MOAA -supported 

bills on these topics. Check your rep resentatives' and senators' cosponsorship status 
for the bills listed below:  

¶ Fix the 21% Medicare/TRICARE payment cut   

¶ H.R. 333 , H.R. 4525 , S. 546  -  End deduction of VA benefits from retired pay  

¶ H.R. 775 , S. 535  -  End deduction of VA benefits from SBP annuities  
¶ H.R. 208 , S. 831  -  Allow Reserv e retirement age credit for all active service 

since 9/11  

¶ H.R. 1592 , H.R. 4427  -  Upgrade the military pay raise  

  
You can enhance MOAA's Hill - storming results by entering your ZIP code in the 

applicable box for each bill to send your legislators a MOAA - suggested me ssage.  

 

Caregiver Assistance Bill Adopted  
(MOAA Legislative Update, 23 April ) 

 

Last year, the House and Senate passed separate versions of legislation to provide 

additional compensation and benefits to caregivers of certain wounded warriors.  

This week, b oth the House of Representatives and the Senate voted unanimously to 

approve compromise legislation (S. 1963) authorizing two levels of caregiver 
support -  one for Iraq and Afghanistan vets and one for veterans of all other periods.  

Caregivers for both gr oups of seriously disabled veterans would be eligible for 

education and training help, counseling and mental health services and respite care.  

Caregivers for Iraq and Afghanistan vets also would be entitled to VA health 

coverage, a monthly stipend based o n the cost of providing in - home care by locality, 
and lodging and subsistence payments when accompanying patients on medical 

visits to distant locations.  The main issue now is how quickly the VA will be able to 

implement the new initiatives. MOAA and all other military and veterans' 

organizations will be pushing  for action as soon as possible.         

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456458:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456459:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456460:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456461:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456462:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456463:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456464:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456465:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456466:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/7456467:8897746764:m:1:231070004:695E16B29E7C20B9259D2D5F1E226894
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Special Membership Offer 1 

 
20 1 0  

Paid Membership Enrollment  

SPECIAL OFFER:  
Members/Auxiliary   Members*    Two Years  for  $28 

*Surviving spouse of eligible officer. 

 

 
Name ______________________________________  

Branch of Service _____________________ Rank_______ 

Ɗ Ret i red    Ɗ Act ive      Ɗ Former Officer 

Ɗ Reserve  Ɗ National  Guard  Ɗ NOAA  

Ɗ  USPHS   ƊAuxi liary  (Surviving spouse of eligible officer) 

Address ____________________________________  

City ___________________ State_____ Zip ________  

Date of Birth ________________________________  

Phone Number _______________________________  

E-mail Address _______________________________  

Chapter Name  Heartland of America, Bellevue NE  

Chapter Recruiter ____________________________ 
Are you currently an MOAA chapter member? 

Ɗ   Yes Ɗ  No 

Chapter Name Heartland of America Chapter, Bellevue NE 

Spouse Name ________________________________  

Spouse Day and Month of Birth ___________________ 

We value your privacy. MOAA does not rent or sell e-mails to third 

parties.  You will receive e-communications from MOAA. See 

www.moaa.org/email  

 
Method of Payment  

Ɗ For National Dues, make check payable to MOAA 

 

Dues to MOAA are not deductible as charitable contributions for 

federal tax purposes. Annual membership dues include a $12 

subscription to Military Officer Magazine. 
 

Donôt Forget Your Local Dues  
 

Local Membership: ƊRenewal $20  ƊInitial membership free 

ƊAuxili ary $5   Benefactor/Donor $__ __________ 

MOAA Membership #________ ______  Life Mbr? ƊYes ƊNo 

Make local dues check out to Heartland MOAA  Chapter  

Check Date_____ _________ Amnt $_______  Check # ________  
 

ƊMake Separate Check for Local Dues to Heartland 
Chapter, MOAA  
 
Send To  

Heartland of America Chapter MOAA, BOX 1756, Bellevue NE 
68005-1756.  

 
20 1 0  

Free Membership Enrollment  

 

 Yes! I accept your invitation to join 
MOAA today. Sign me up now for this 
special FREE one -year -membership.   

Name 

Branch of Service _____________________ Rank_______ 

ATTN: Active duty, National Guard, and Reserve 
Officers. You are eligible for a FREE one -year -
membership. Please do not send payment with 

this enrollment.  

Ɗ Act i ve Dut y      Ɗ National  Guard     Ɗ Reser ve  

Address __________________________________  

City____________________ _State_________ Zip _________  

 

Date of Birth _________________________________ 

 
Phone Number ________________________________ 

 
E-mail Address _________________________________ 
 
Chapter Name _________________________________ 

 
Chapter Recruiter _______________________________  

Spouse Name __________________________________ 

Spouse Date of Birth ________________________________ 

We value your privacy. MOAA does not rent or sell e-mail addresses to  

third parties. You will receive e-communications from MOAA.                 
See www.moaa.org/email for a complete description. 

Send To  

Heartland of America Chapter MOAA, BOX 1756, Bellevue NE 
68005-1756. Bellevue NE 68123 

Dues to MOAA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal 

tax purposes. Annual membership dues include a subscription to 

MILITARY OFFICER magazine. 

In order to receive Give Me 10! credit,  

enrollees may not be current MOAA members. 
 

http://www.moaa.org/email
http://www.moaa.org/email
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Cohen 0111 

Richmont Village1209 
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2010 
Donations for Projects and Operations 

(To be published shortly) 

In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
POW WWII  8 Dec 1941 

 

Past National Director 
AMERICAN 

EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 
2806 Nottingham Drive 

Bellevue NE 68123 

Beardmore  1209 

SAC  0610 
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Rickôs Rentals 
 

High Quality Rental Homes at a fair price! 

 

Contact Rick Savage 291-3684 

 

 
 

                      
For rent �± 2610 Tulip Lane, Bellevue,  Contact Rick Savage 291-3684 

 

May they not be forgotten  ï 
 

The men and women who have answered the call and 
paid the ultimate price so that we and future generations 
could have the freedoms so cherished by human beings.  
We must ever be vigilant and prepared to defend our 
way of life against those who would deny it.  Callous 
politicians, power hungry egoists, corrupt individuals, 
adversarial religions, and even our latest self-oriented 
generations pose grave threat to the preservation of 
what many take for granted.  Every citizen should take a 
few moments from time to time and reflect on the 
benefits we have in our country. They then should give 
thanks to those who have served to preserve it.  
Hopefully they will also pledge to do their part to keep it.  
-- pj 

 

�5�L�F�N�¶�V���5�H�Q�W�D�O�V  0610 

Peg Maloney 

0610 

9805 Giles Rd - Omaha NE 68128 

Peg Maloney 0610 


