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PRESIDENTO6S REPORT

The Annual ROTC night once again proved to
be a hit with all chapter members in

attendance. These young cade ts and
midshipmen prove that our future armed

forces will be in good hands as their

generation comes on board. This marked the
fourth time we have been privileged to have all
five ROTC units from Creighton, UNO, and UNL
in attendance. Special thanks to Bil | Fitzpatrick
working out the details with the units and to
Paul Cohen for giving a good presentation on
the importance of MOAA membership to these

;
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Our chater WinQ/IOA;A award(ee page young students. Finally, | want to thank all
who helped defer the meal costs for the
cadets. We look forward to next y'Banniesarysevent.

Our December meeting will be our installation of new officers. Pat Jones, Terri

Lehigh, and Frank Hartranft have again stepped forward and offered to serve as

Directors on our Executive Board. Please review their bi ographies in this newsletter.

Members of the Board serve a vital function in the operation of this organization.

They are the unsung heroes who allow us to operate. This meeting also is our formal

dress event (for those who wi sh) . thd MeSsDresslare adjustme t o
the chains if necessary; or you can just wear tux with medals, or just come as you

are. We will again invite one of our Washington representatives, although with the

current healthcare debate, we may not know until late if one ca n attend.

Paul Cohen, my wife Mimi, and | had the privilege of representing you at the MOAA

National Meeting in San Diego in late October. We had the opportunity to hear from

Gen Craig McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau and Gen James Conway,

Commandant of the Marine Corps. Both gave fine presentations about current tempo

of their respective organizations and the stress it is causing. We also attended a

military spouse symposium on the AEvolving Role of
You willbe a  ble to read more in an upcoming Military Officer magazine or online. |
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also had an opportunity to visit with the new MOAA travel vendor. Please look at
some of their ads in the magazine. There appears to be a significant savings
potential, especially if tr avelling in larger groups.

Among myriad of legislative actions taking place in Washington, one small but

significant piece of legislation was recently signed into law by the President. On

November 6, MOAAGs Feder al Charter was <ongresgodal i nt o
acknowledgment that we are now formally recognized among the various other

military and veteran service organizations. This will also allow MOAA to serve on

State Veteransod6 Advisory Panels, 1 f current state

| justrec eived the latest list of upcoming vacancies (Jan to Jun 2010) on various

state Board and Commissions. Most commission positions are unpaid although you

will be reimbursed for expenses. Two notable March 2010 openings are with the

Aeronautics and Veterans A dvisory Commissions. If someone is interested you can
make an application online at

( http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/bc/board_comm.html ). If you have an
attachment, email it to: pegay.king@nebraska.gov . You can also call Peggy if you
have any questions at 402 -471 -1971. | have placed information about both these
commissions in the newsletter.

We have also started a Book Drive to benefit the state 0s veterans. Our in
donate all the books we collect to the Veterans Administration. The Papillion Area

Lions Club and Papillion High School have agreed to participate. | also intend to

contact several other organizations. Chapter members can b ring their books to the

December meeting, or to my office in the Sarpy County courthouse, at the

Treasurero6s real estate t ax Thamksdgandar your memibershig o ws .

and support. -- Rene Dreiling, 402 -592 -3902, remi3@sprintmail.com

Nebraska State Boards/Commissions Seats Available
(from Rene Dreiling , LtCol USAF (Ret)

Veteransod Advisory Commi ssion

Contact Person: John Hilgert, Director, Department of Vet
Centennial Mall South, Sixth Floor, P.O. Box 95083, Lincoln, NE 68509 -5083, phone

(402) 471  -2458, fax (402) 471 -2491, e -mail address 0 jhilgert@notes.state.ne.us

Statutory Reference: 80 -401.06

The Veteransd Advisory Commission provides counsel
ofVete ransé6 Affairs on matters concerning veterans?o

the agency. The commission also approves those hired by the director for state

v et er asersia@ officer positions. The commission also serves as the appeals board

on decisions m  ade by the department for Nebraska Veteranso6é Aid F
The commi ssionds five members are appoi nyeartermb.y t he
Each of the three congressional districts has one commissioner and two

commissioners serve at large. Each commissi oner must have lived in Nebraska for
five years prior to appointment, be considered a wartime veteran under Nebraska
law, have been honorably di scharged and be a member of a rec
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organization. The commission is required to meet twice each year. Members are not
paid but  are reimbursed for expenses.

Member Position Term Expires

Lewis Adams,  .......ccce..e. AL LAIgE....u i March 1, 2010
Virgil A. Hagel, Gordon...At Large......cccccccvvveccces et March 1, 2012
John 10ssi, Columbus.....DIStHCE L.......oiiviiiiiiiieceeeee e March 1, 2013
John Liebsack, Omaha.. DISHICE 2. March 1, 2 009
Billy C. Smith, Palisade. DISHICE B March 1, 2011
Nebraska Veterands Cemetery Advisory Board
Contact Person: John Hilgert, Director, Department of Vet
Centennial Mall South, Sixth Floor, P.O. Box 95083, Lincoln, NE 68509 -5083, phone
(402) 471  -2458, fax (402) 471 -2491, e -mail address 0 jhilgert@notes.state.ne.us
The Nebraska Veterand6s Cemetery Advisory Board mee
requested by the director to:

A reviewthes tatus of the state veteran cemetery system

A recommend actions to facilitate the development of the system

A assist in fundraising from public or private sources for the construction,

operation,  administration and maintenance of the system
A advise the director on the most appropriate actions for the state to undertake
in the development of the system and priorities for action

The board consists of seven members. Three members are veterans appointed by
the governor from a list of candidates forwarded by the coun ty board of each county
within which a state veteran cemetery system facility is located. Three members,
one from each congressional district, have experience in cemetery administration or
operation  and are appointed by the governor. The director serves as chairperson.
Board members are not paid but are reimbursed for expenses.
Member Position Term Expires
Keith Harvey, Grand Island. DIStHCE 3. e Jan. 1, 2009
John Hilgert, Omaha. . . . .. ... .. Vet erractwr.0... Af.f.a.i.Jas 1, ZDD9
Ronald Hill, Bellevue........... DISHCE Luvvveeiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeee e Jan. 1, 2009
Lewis Midgett, Alliance....... Veteran, Box Butte County......................... Jan. 1, 2009
Donald Shu da, Dannebrog. Veteran, Hall County...........cccovvvvviviinnnnnnn. Jan. 1, 2009
John Thompson, Bellevue.. Veteran, Sarpy County.............cccceevvevennene. Jan. 1, 2009
Terence Veylupek, Bellevue.DiStriCt 2........cccvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeveeeeeee Jan. 1, 2009
Vet eransd Homes Board
Contact Person: John Hilgert, Director, Department of Vet
Centennial Mall South, Sixth Floor, P.O. Box 95083, Lincoln, NE 68509 -5083, phone
(402) 471  -2458, fax (402) 471 -2491, e -mail address 0 jhilgert@notes.state.ne.us
The Veteransd Homes Board was established to deter
members to remain in one of the Nebraska veteransaé
final determinations regarding admission, or continued admission. The board also
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makes recommendations on matters of policy, rules and regulations, administration

and mai ntenance pertaining to each of the Thelwardis k a
composed of two members selected by eachvedfertahnes 0st
organi zations. The Department of Vet er arastde pé&rhahenti r s
board secretary. Board members are not paid but are reimbursed for expenses.

Member Represents

Bernard Brosnihan, OMaNA. ..o AMVETS
James Cada, Lincoln........cccocvvviiiiiiiiiieiieee, Military Order of the Purple Heart

Chris Crews, Omaha.......ccococuveeiviiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeee, Paralyzed Veteran of America

WaynNe DENKIAU, . .uuiiiiiii i eeecccciiiie it AMVETS

Keith Fickenscher, LiNCoIN..........ccooevvviiiiiiiineenn. Paralyzed Veterans of America

Virgil Hagel, Gordon............ccuvviiviiiiiiiiiii e American Legion

JohnHilg er t , Omaha. ... ... ... ... ... ... ........Director
Randy Holke, Fremont.............ccooovvviviiiieiiieeiieiis Vietnam Veterans of America

Virgil Kenney, Amherst.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, Disabled American Veterans
John Liebsack, Omaha..........cccoooueiiiiiiiiii e, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Alfonso Martinez Jr., Fremont.........c.ccoevvvviiiiveeeennnnn. Disabled American Veterans

Richard McKibben, Omaha.......ccccoviiiiiiiiiiies e American Legion
Shane Osborn, Omaha.........c.ccovivieiiiiiieeeeee, American Ex - Prisoners of War
Dennis Pavlik, Omaha........cc.cccoevveiiiiiiiiee, American Ex - Prisoners of War
Steve Schawang, Falls CitY e Vietnam Veterans of America

Eric Williams, GENEVA.........ccuuvvieiiieiiieeee e Veterans of Foreign Wars

RV T = T | Military Orde r of the Purple Heart

Nebraska Aeronautics Commission

Contact Person: Ken Risk, Chairman, P.O. Box 82088, Lincoln, NE 68501 -2088,
phone (402) 471 -2371

The Nebraska Aeronautics Commission advises the director. The commission:

A allocates state and federal airport construction and maintenance funds
A designates airport sites
A authorizes the stateds purchase of aircraft
A approves pilots to work for the state
A helps the department director develop regulations and policies
The commission also advises the governor i n appointing the director of the
Department  of Aeronautics. The commission has five members who are appointed
by the governor to five -year terms. Members are not paid but are reimbursed for
their expenses. The commission meets approximately seven times pe r year.

Members Term Expires

Dorothy Anderson, Holdrege...........c.oooviviiiiieeiiiiieeee e, March 1, 2013

Barry Colacurci, LINCOIN........ccooiiiiiiiiiie e ... March 1, 2012
Ken Risk, Kimball. s it March 1, 2009
Doug Vap, MCCOOK........cuuiiiiiee it March 1, 2011

Steven R. Wooden, AIDION.....oeeeeeeeeiieeiiiiiiiiies i March 1, 2010




Chapter _Programs ___for December 2009 through April 2010
(contributed by Director Larry Bradley, Program Chairman )

December's program will be our Christmas party and installation of officers
for the coming year. Those who are able are encouraged to wear their dress
uniforms.

We're already at work for the 2010 calendar with events like presentations

from the Nebraska Adjutant General, Omaha Symphony Maestro Thomas Wilkins,
and a veteran of the war in Iraq an d Afghanistan, along with a trip back to
the Omaha Community Playhouse on April 24 to see Mr. Roberts.

Your suggestions and recommendations for other meeting activities and

speakers are very much encouraged and appreciated. I've already included two

of the ones you've made for our June and August speakers. Call or email

Larry Bradley at 402.321.4851 or Bradlarl @aol.com .

Our Chapter Wins Award
(from Kris Ann Heale, Contributing Editor, Military Officer Magazine )

fiHere is the photo |
took of you with Gen.
Richard Neal, USMC -
Ret ., MOAAOG S
Chairman,  during the
Annual Meeting and

Year of the Chapter
Awards Dinner. |

thought you might

like a copy so you can
publis h it in your
chapterods new;:

Congratulations

again on receiving a
five -star Levels of
Excellence Award. |
hope to see you again
this coming spring at
Storming the Hill! 0

Hearing 9/ 11 Defendents to Nnexplaino Their /
(Associated Press 23 Nov)

NEW YORK -- The five men facing trial in the Sept. 11 attacks will plead not guilty so
that they can air their criticisms of U.S. foreign policy, the lawyer for one of the
defendants said.


https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=Bradlar1%40aol.com

Scott Fenstermaker, the lawyer for accused terrorist Ali Abd al -Aziz Ali, said Sunday
the men would not deny their role in the 2001 attacks but "would explain what
happened and why they did it."

The U.S. Justice Department announced earlier this month that Ali and four other

men accused of murdering nearly 3,000 people in the deadliest terrorist attack in the
U.S. will face a civilian federal trial just blocks from the site of the destroyed World

Trade Center.

Ali, also known as Ammar al -Baluchi, is a nephew of professed 9/11 mastermind
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.

Mohammed , Ali and the others will explain "their assessment of American foreign
policy," Fenstermaker said.

"Their assessment is negative," he said.

Fenstermaker met with Ali last week at the

U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. He

has not spoken with the othe rs but said the
men have discussed the trial among

themselves.

Rene Dreiling explaining the Challenge Coin traditior
Fenstermaker was first quoted in The New the Cadets after giving them our Chapter Coin

York Times in Sunday's editions.

Critics of Attorney General Eric Holder's decision to try the men in a New York City
civilian courthouse have warned that the trial would provide the defendants with a
propaganda platform.

Dean Boyd, a spokesman for the Department of Justice, said Sunday that while the

men may attempt to use the trial to express their views, "we have full confidence in

the ability of th e courts and in particular the federal judge who may preside over the
trial to ensure that the proceeding is conducted appropriately and with minimal
disruption, as federal courts have done in the past.”

Last week, the Senate Judiciary Committee questione d Holder for hours about his
decision to send the five 9/11 suspects to New York for trial.

Critics of Holder's decision - mostly Republicans - argued the trial will give
Mohammed and his co - defendants a world stage to spout hateful rhetoric. Holder
said such concerns are misplaced, and any pronouncements by the suspects would
only make them look worse.

"I have every confidence that the nation and the world will see him for the coward
that he is," Holder told the committee. "I'm not scared of what Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed has to say at trial - and no one else needs to be, either.”

7



The attorney general said he does not believe holding the trial in New York - ata
federal courthouse that has seen a number of high - profile terrorism trials in recent
decades - will increase the risk of terror attacks there.

DoD Announces New TRS Premiums
(MOAA Legislative Update 24 Nov)

By law, TRICARE Reserve Select (TRS) Premiums are now based on the actual cost

of delivering care to Guard and Reserve families. Previously, t he Defense
Department developed TRS premiums based on federal civilian health costs. When
military associations and Congress questioned that, the Government Accountability

Office did a study and determined that TRS premiums were significantly higher than
actual costs would indicate.

So Congress directed a substantial premium reduction, implemented in January
2009, and required that 2010 premiums would be 28% of the average of actual cost
of delivering care to Guard and Reserve eligibles in 2007 and 2008.

The Defense Department has announced that:

- The TRS member  -only premium for 2010 will be $49.62 per month -a$2.11
(4.4%) increase from 2009.

- The TRS family premium for 2010 will be $197.65 per month - a$17.48
(9.7%) increase.

- 2010 TRICARE Dental premiums for active duty families and Reserve
component members and families will rise by 4.7%, beginning Feb. 1, 2010.

AslSeelt i1 SBP/ DIC Offset is Anti - Family
(by Col. Steve Strobridge, USAF -Ret. MOAA newsletter 12 Nov)

MOAA is 100 -percent in favor of a recent court ruling that requires payment of both
VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and military Survivor Benefit

Plan (S BP) annuities to otherwise - qualifying survivors who remarry after age of 57.

Wedbve | ong asserted the |l aw requiring deduction
spouses of service members, active duty or retired, who die of a service - caused
condition) from SBP i s inappropriate. When uniformed service is acknowledged to

have caused the death, the DIC payment should be added to SBP, not subtracted
from it.

We think no survivor should suffer the offset, but the new court ruling marks at least
some progress by corre cting the situation for the relatively small number who
remarry after age 57.

of
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Hopefully, this latest incremental progress will help tear down the offset wall for the
remaining survivors, because it certainly makes the disparity between the SBP/DIC
haves a nd have -nots even more glaring and indefensible.

|l f youdre a younger SBP/DIC survivor who finds a n
huge financial penalty for remarrying before age 57 but creates a powerful incentive

to live together and wait until after age 57 to remarry.

| f youdre an SBP/DIC survivor who is age 57 or old
remarrying as soon as possible. As a Gold Star Wives representative said at a recent

meeting with House | eaders, Aln order t awsaysolpavet hi s

to be with another man. O

|l candt i magi ne -familydawthean aoenthat punishes remarriage among
younger survivors who find a new love, while also punishing older survivors who
believe the | ove of their | ife candét be replaced.
| t doast time to end the SBP/DIC offset for all dual - eligible survivors.
OQur Chapter Participates in Veteranos |

Once again, members of our chapter joined a

| arge number of participants
Parade in Bellevue. The parade is the official

State of Nebraska event to honor veterans and

present day serving members of our military.

Beardmore Chevrolet generously let us use a nice

vehicle for the parade, all dressed up with our

MOAA logos on the sides and rear. Richard

Connell, Dan Donovan, and Rick Savage met Rene
Dreiling at the No Frills parking lot prior to parade
start.

High -tech WWII Japanese Subs Found
(Honolulu AdvertiserNovember 13, 2009

The remains of two high -tech World War Il Japanese submarines designed to attack
the United St  ates mainland have been found off Oahu.




The announcement was made this morning by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration's Undersea Research Lab at the University of Hawalii -Manoa and the

National Geographic Channel.

The submarines -- the sub jects of a National Geographic special, "Hunt for the
Samurai Subs” -- were part of a top -secret Imperial Japanese Navy plan to attack
cities on the U.S. mainland, including New York and Washington, D.C.

The | -14 was capable of carrying two fighter bomber s while submerged; the |
was the fastest attack submarine of its time.

Dr. Hans Van Tilburg, maritime heritage coordinator for NOAA's National Marine
Sanctuaries in the Pacific Islands, said the submarines incorporated design and
warfare concepts in u se today.

"If you look at a sub like the | -201, it was nothing like anybody had in World War
II," he said. "It had a streamlined body and conning tower and retractable guns. It
looks more like a Cold War sub.

"And the (400 -foot -long) | -14 predates the cr uise missile concept.”

Similar to a modern -day "boomer," the | - 14 carried enough fuel to travel around the
glode, Van Tillburg said. That meant it could pop up off the East Coast, assemble and
launch its folded -wing planes within 10 minutes and then subme rge again.

After the war, five of the subs were captured by the U.S. and brought back to Pearl
Harbor where they were studied. They were intentionally sunk by the U.S. Navy in
1946 when Russian scientists began to demand access to the technology under
ter ms of the treaty that ended the war.

Since 1992, a team led by Hawaii Undersea Research Lab operations director Terry
Kerby has used the manned submersibles Pisces IV and Pisces V to hunt for the
Japanese subs.

In March 2005, the team discovered the | -40 1, which could carry three aircratft.
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Thel -14 and | -201 were found in February in 3,000 feet of water.

Kerby said the search for the | -14 and | -201 was aided by veterans after the
discovery of the | -401 became public.
Joe Gould, who was assigned to be t he executive officer of the | -14 while it was at

Pearl Harbor, shot 16mm film of the sinking of the sub somewhere off Pearl Harbor.

"As the (camera) panned from Kaena Point to Diamond Head, we were able to pick
out landmarks and triangulate a rough positi on," Kerby said.

Van Tilburg said Japan began working on the new fleet of submarines too late in the
war and was only able to produce a small number of them.

"If they had been able to produce them earlier, it might have turned the tide in some
battles,” he said.

None of the submarines' missions were carried out.

Nominees for Board Director

The following members have served on the Board as Directors and are again willing
to serve again. Other members can be nominated from the floor.

Terri Lehi gh has been on the Board as Hospitality/Menu coordinator for two years.

She also serves as Auxiliary Liaison for MOAA. She currently is secretary for the

Omaha Chapter of Gold Star Wives, as well as serving as a deputy representing Gold

Star Wives at the VAVS (Veterans Administration Volunteer Services) at the VA

Hospital in Omaha. She also volunteers in the ICU waiting room at the VA Hospital.

In addition, Terri facilitates a Grief Share class for those who have recently lost a

loved one. Terriisag raduate of Mohaw k Valley Community College and attended
Syracuse University and UNO. She was employed by the Syracus e New York Public
School System and retired from Bellevue Public Schools in 2004. Terri was married
to the late Colonel Donald L. Lehigh a nd has two daughters and five grandchildren.

Frank Hartranft is a retired Air Force LtCol. He is now employed at UNO teaches at
UNO. He has served several years on the Board and maintains our membership data
base. He serves as a volunteer with the Sarp y County Historical Society.

Pat Jones is a retired Air Force LtCol. He served Bellevue for 16 years on the Board
of Education and is on the SAC Federal Credit Union Board. He is the Heartland

Chapterbés Webmaster and Editor of chapterds news|l
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POW Gets Ring Back After 44 Years
(Air Force Print Newsby John IngleNovember 13)

SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, Texas - With the traditional "l do's" and exchange of
wedding bands some 54 years ago on Oct. 1, 1955, James and Phyllis Hivner began

their life' s journey together which, like many young couples, began with not

knowing what the future held.

That journey was rocked 10 years later, almost to the day, when then - Capt. James
Hivner and his co - pilot, 1st Lt. Thomas Barrett, were shot down Oct. 5, 1965, in their
F-4C Phantom fighter -bomber over North Vietham. About 10 minutes after ejecting

from the wounded aircraft, the pair was captured by North Vietnamese militia and
soon handed over to the country's regular army. By the end of the night, they were
res idents at the infamous Hanoi Hilton, a prisoner - of - war facility.

But another voyage began that fateful day; one that gives hope for this thing called
the "circle of life." It was an expedition that now -retired Col. James Hivner never
expected. His origin  al wedding ring was coming home.

Just as the ring symbolizes the family the Hivners began in 1955, it also signifies the

Air Force family the colonel joined in 1953. On Nov. 11, Veterans Day, people from

Sheppard Air Force Base made the two -hour tripto A ddison, Texas, to ma ke this a
complete family event and witness the return of the ring to Colonel Hivner.

"This is an incredible opportunity for our young Airmen in training and our young

student pilots to meet a fellow Airman warrior," said Brig. Gen. O. G. Mannon, 82nd
Training Wing commander. "Colonel Hivner is a living example of executing the Code

of Conduct, surviving a terrible situation and coming home. We are honored to be in

his presence and be part of this very special ceremony."

Back on Oct. 5, 1965, Colonel Hivner said he and Lieutenant Barrett were flying the
third aircraft in a four - ship formation that was on a bombing run near the city of Kep
in Southwest Cambodia. The mission was going smoothly until the aircrews made

their way through a va lley, setting up to offload their munitions.

The first two aircraft in the formation seemed to fly through the area without
resistance, the colonel said. But the lack of resistance didn't last long as flak started
to appear around Colonel Hivner's aircraf t.

"Wingman No. 4 called and said, 'Three, you're hit. You're on fire," the colonel

recalled.

He said he began to gradually climb at a smaller angle than usual to keep fuel from

getting to the flames. Peering ahead at the lead aircraft, Colonel Hivner s aid he
realized that they had missed the target, an ammunition depot. He said he adjusted

his F -4C to get a correct heading on the target, and then dropped his munitions.
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"Right as | pulled off the target, | felt another thump," Colonel Hivner said.
"(Win gman 4) told us we were burning again."

After the second hit, the colonel said warnings inside the aircraft started sounding
and he was losing control of the Phantom. He instructed Lieutenant Barrett to get
ready to eject.

"By the time | said 'ready," he was saying he was ready," he quipped.
Ten minutes later, the two would be prisoners of the North Viethamese.
"It turned out to be the first bad day of many bad days," Colonel Hivner said.

There was one lesson the colonel learned soon after punching out ofthe F -4C
Phantom: never bail out of an airplane right after you drop bombs on a target.

Immediately after assessing their situation, Colonel Hivner said he and Lieutenant
Barrett began doing what the Air Force had taught them: escape and evade. After
hearing the enemy yelling, the downed pilots began moving in the opposite
direction. The colonel said they came upon a hill and thought they would
successfully evade the enemy. That was until they crested the hill and saw more
enemy troops headed toward th em.

Armed with only their wits and a .38 - caliber revolver each, the colonel said they
were hoping to escape, but now it turned into just staying alive.

"We were hoping we'd be captured, not killed,” he said. "The gunfire stopped. There
was a lot of yelli ng and screaming."

The Airmen were taken to a nearby village and stripped of everything: maps, boots,
weapons and dog tags. The enemy even took the colonel's symbol of love for his
wife, his wedding ring.

"l didn't think about my ring until much later," Colonel Hivner said, adding that
POWSs have plenty of time to think when locked up in solitary. "I was hoping, like
many of us, that when we're released, they would give us (back our) things."

The colonel admitted he wasn't then, and isn't now, a "jewelry guy." The ring was
important to him because of what it symbolized, he said, but he didn't need it to feel

or proclaim that he's married. In fact, he said, he didn't wear the ring for the most

part because of the hazards of it getting caught on something wh ile flying.

But, it was a little piece of home, a reminder of sorts, that was stripped from him.

"The ring is just another thing they take away from you," Colonel Hivner said. "It's
part of your life they take away from you."

The colonel said he kept his ring and dog tag on a metal loop, tucked inside a pocket
on his flight suit. Also on the loop was a "rat fink," a little rat -looking toy his

daughter had gotten out of a gumball machine before he deployed to Southeast Asia.
13



The colonel said his daughter, 6 years old at the time, gave it to him, he recalled. He
said he had to break the news to her when he returned eight years later that he did
not return with the gift she had given him.

Unless someone has lived in captivity, it's difficult to understand th e emotions that
go along with it, the colonel said. Still, today, Colonel Hivher dreams about his years
as a POW, some good and some, obviously, bad.

"Yes, | was tortured. Yes, | was beaten. Yes, it was Hell," the colonel said. "But, |
like to focus on th e brighter things."

The former POW said that that philosophy is one way he was able to survive his

ordeal. He said he always had a penchant for looking at the brighter side, being a

jokester and being able to laugh. He used that skill to combat falling in to a mental
world that was almost as dark and dank as the cells in which he stayed.

He shared one story about how the POWs communicated since they were usually in a
small cell by themselves and very rarely, in the early going, allowed to knowingly
communi cate. The colonel said they communicated by tapping on the cell wall,
similar to using Morse code or an old - style telegraph.

It occurred at Camp Skid Row, Colonel Hivner said. All camps had names. Some had

multiple names. Skid Row was a long building with very small cells. There was a
small hole in each door, large enough to see a 10 -foot wall just outside. The colonel
said the view tended to get to the POWs after a while.

One evening, he said he tapped out "G.N., G.B." -- good night, God bless - toa
fe llow POW next to him. Although there was no verbal communication, the colonel
said he could tell something wasn't right.

"l got to the point to where | could sense how someone was feeling by how they
tapped,” Colonel Hivner said. "So | asked, ‘are you OK? " He replied, 'I'm feeling
mighty low," or something to that effect.”

The colonel said he tried to figure out a way to make this fellow service member feel
better from his tiny cell, probably not measuring any bigger than 12 -by - 12 feet.
After thinking abo ut it for a while, the colonel tapped the first thing that came to

mind: "Going out for a pizza. What do you want?"

"He replied, 'anything but anchovies,
because | didn't know this guy."

he recalled. "It was very special to me

Several years later, Colo nel Hivner said he met the unknown POW. He said his last
name was Waggoner and that his new friend told him how that simple gesture saved
his life at that point.

"That was great," the colonel said. "That really helped.
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Seven -and -a-half years. 2,687 days. Eight Christmases. Eight birthdays. Eight
wedding anniversaries. These were all things stolen from Colonel Hivner while he

lived as a prisoner of war, primarily at the Hanoi Hilton, but at other camps in North
Vietnam, including Skid Row.

The Vietham War did end for many American Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors and Marines.
Many of them returned with their military units. Some returned on the infamous

Freedom Bird, the aircraft that carried American POWs home. For years they thought

of two things: survival and home.

Colonel Hivner said he knows a lot of former POWs who made the trip back to

Vietnam to see where they spent days, months and years wondering when, or if,

they would ever go home. The colonel said he has never had the desire to revisit the

place that  stripped away missed memories of seeing his 6 - and 8 - year -old
daughters grow into 14 - and 16 -year -old young women.

"l didn't leave anything there that | needed to go back for," he said.

The colonel was glad to be home, glad to come back together as a f amily and glad to
continue on the lifelong journey with his first love, Phyllis.

Although the colonel came home, his wedding ring, dog tag and the rat fink from his
daughter didn't make it. But, the Hivners purchased another wedding ring to replace
the on e lost in Vietham. It now sits in a jewelry box, the colonel said. After all, he
said, he's not a "jewelry man."

It's rare that fate deals you a bad blow but then makes amends later in life. Colonel

Hivner was shot down over a hostile area and was impriso ned for nearly eight years.

He lost just about everything that he had and knew, including his wedding ring. The
colonel got a new ring. He said it almost looks like his original one.

A stranger from South Texas, though, was about to do something that was never
expected. It was almost too impossible to expect.

Rick Tolley, a retired U.S. Navy commander from San Antonio, came into possession
of the colonel's original wedding ring and dog tag. The rat fink didn't make the

voyage back. He started research o n the whereabouts of Colonel Hivner and
discovered he was still alive, living north of Dallas - Fort Worth.

Because it was so farfetched, when he heard, Colonel Hivner said he wasn't sure if
he should believe the story or not.

"l was skeptical at first," t he colonel said once he was contacted by Commander
Tolley.

Commander Tolley provided some insight to the ring's mysterious journey from
Southeast Asia to South Texas and ultimately to the colonel. He said his former son -
in -law was working in Vietham when he was approached by a retired Vietnamese

army soldier.
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"He told John that he was cleaning out his desk and found these items," Commander
Tolley said of the ring and dog tag. Also on the metal loop was a small cross. "(The
soldier told him) if he would ta ke on this mission of finding (the former POW) and
return them in peace and respect, he would let him have them."

The former son -in -law agreed to return the items and contacted Commander Tolley
Oct. 15 on Facebook. The commander said he accepted the chal lenge of finding
Colonel Hivner, and, soon after, located him through the Internet.

Commander Tolley agreed that he initially thought finding Colonel Hivner was going
to be like finding the proverbial needle in the haystack ... if the needle even existed.
But, that didn't stop him.

"There was that feeling," he said, "but because of what it was and because | know

about the history of the war, | was bound and determined to find him or his family."

Colonel Hivner said he had no doubt who the ring's owner was after seeing a picture
of the inside of the ring. Engraved inside his ring is his wife's initials and the date

they were married.

The colonel said the missing ring didn't change their lives, and he didn't expect its

re -emergence to change it now. That, h owever, doesn't mean he wasn't appreciative
or surprised at the fact that his original wedding ring and dog tag made their

journey home 44 years after the darkest chapter in his life began.

"The never ending line is a circle,” the colonel explained, addin g that his wedding
ring symbolizes his never ending love for his wife. "It's very special to me. I'm

anxious to actually see the ring ... to look inside there with my tired old eyes and see

the inscription.”

Commander Tolley personally returned the ring a nd dog tag to Colonel Hivner during
a meeting Nov. 11 at the Cavanaugh Flight Museum that was witnessed by family,
friends and members of the Air Force family from Sheppard Air Force Base.
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N CIIAVIEL T Bellevue’s Newest Independent Living Community

Affordable Luxury Living for
Active Seniors

Conveniently located near: - Offutt Air Force Base, BX & Commissary
* Ehrling Berquist Base Hospital

=9 \ * Willow Lakes Golf Course
e * SAC Federal Credit Union
D s Community Also Features:

« Underground Parking

« Paid Utilities

» Surround Sound Theater & Chapel
* Scheduled Recreational Activities

Call for a Tour Today!
291-9800

702 Fort Crook Rd. S. (Fort Crook & Cornhusker Rd.) + Bellevue, NE 68005
(402) 291-9800 + www.richmontvillage.com
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I Special Offer for Military Officers Association of America! |
Complimentary Lunch & Tour with this Coupon. Call 291-9800 for Reservation.

Cohen 0110

“Arlene Cohen

REALTOR®

Cell: (402) 598-7916
Office: (402) 330-5008 - Fax: (402) 330-5545
E-Mail: acohen@npdodge.com - www.arlenecohen.com

REAL ESTATE

12915 W. Dodge Road - Omaha, NE 68154
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or visit one of our 15 convenient locations today‘

Offotay:

« Free Checking with Free Bill Payer Home Loans| || | ' 1]
« Savings Accounts « Home Equity| Loal‘ls

¢ Centificates & IRAs ¢ Business Loans & Sewices

e etiie BOAC 20

FEDEAAL CREDIT UNION

@ Membership is open to everyone in Douglas, Sarpy. and e
Cass Counties, NE and Pottawattamie County, 1A

Beardmore 1209

BEARDMORE

More and More...it's Beardmore.
Phone 402-734-2525

In Memory of
Ben F. Comstock
POW WWII 8 Dec 1941

Toll Free 800-734-0271 KEVIN M. LUELLMAN Past National Director
Fax J02-738-7615 Chevrolet Sales &-Ianager AMERICAN
Email  Kuellman@beardmorechevy.com EX"PRISONERS OF WAR

2806 Nottingham Drive
Bellevue NE 68123

418 Fort Crook Road North Bellevue, NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy.com

2009

Donations for Projects and Operations
In 2008, there were 41 donors who donated $891.00 for Projects support, and $173.00 for
Operations support. Donor thank you letters included tax-exempt status amounts for tax filing. For
2009, the list so far has 31 donors with 2 anonymous: Frank A. Bianco, Larry R. Bradley, Wayne W.
Brunz, Edward L Burchfield, Richard C. Carver, EImador J. Castater, Paul G. Cohen, Thomas E. de
Shazo, Jr., Martha M. Didamo, Daniel J. Donovan, William L. Doyle, Jr., Rene Dreiling, Norris N.
Erickson, Robert L. Fuhr, John T. Hoffmann, Cynthia L. Keyes, William V. Kinch, Frederick G.
Lagergren, Theresa A. Lehigh, Paula R. Muth, E. Gordon Pahre, Clifford L. Pratt, Audrey S. Reding,

Lamont E. Rousseau, Betty A. Salistean, Quinn G. Smith, Carolyn Standerwick, Lewis M Weigand,
Everett A. Wrage
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Direct:
Office:
Fax;

_—~
Contact Rick Savage92-3684

Peg Maloney
Rickdos G609t al Certified Residential Specialist

. A Toll Free: (800) 2486647
Rickbs Rent al s peg@maloney.com

wwwpegmaloney.:om
High Quality Rental Homes at a fair price! www.ellingomahaproperties.com
e
= REMIX
v Real Estate Group

La9 Moy rtmerdods Detat W eyt

Peg Maloney 0610 |

(402) 598-3965
(402) 594-2000
(402) 5930454

% 9805 Giles Rd Omaha NE 68128 @

For renti 2610 Tulip Lane, Bellevue, Contact Rick Savage-36&4

May they not be forgotten i

The men and women who have answered the call and
paid the ultimate price so that we and future generations
could have the freedoms so cherished by human beings.
We must ever be vigilant and prepared to defend our
way of life against those who would deny it. Callous
politicians, power hungry egoists, corrupt individuals,
adversarial religions, and even our latest self-oriented
generations pose grave threat to the preservation of
what many take for granted. Every citizen should take a
few moments from time to time and reflect on the
benefits we have in our country. They then should give
thanks to those who have served to preserve it.
Hopefully they will also pledge to do their part to keep it.

-- pj

e
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Heartland of America Chapter
Military Officers Association of America, MOAA

Dinner Meeting - Wed, Dec.16,2009-Ant honyos
Restaurant (72", and F Street)

Registration & Social Hour begins, 6 pm - Dinner at 7pm

Reservations are for meal selections only, and should be emailed to our central email address
or phoned to Paula Muth. Please specify names of attendees and meal choices.
Also include a phone number in case we need to contact you.

Email: heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com

Phone: (402) 292-1663

Meal selections are as follows:
10 oz. Prime Rib w/Sour Cream Potatoes and Chef's Choice $29.50
Parmesan-crusted Roughy w/Rice Pilaf and Chef's Choice $22.75
Cobb Salad served with a Muffin $14.25

Payment will be collected in the party room. Cash or check preferred.
(Checks should be made out t o Antphewnttenbos cash rdatlyeaiatisee
door. Prices include tax and tip.)

Program Decem ber 16"

The December Dinner Meeting is for election of new officers and to focus on holiday

spirit, camraderi, and esprit -de-corps . Come and socialize with us all.
Remember the expression, fAThe Weensurdghywutolelpr i er ?0

make o ur monthly meetings even merrier throughout the coming year with your
presence. We strive to provide three things with
our meetings: camaraderie, a good meal and a

stimulating program. Wedl |l do
the last two, but only you can increase th e
camaraderie  we share . Pl ease attendeée

you! -- Bradlarl@aol.com .

HELP THE MONEY LADIES
When we had our dinner at UNO last month, the

collection of checks and cash went so much easier The Money Ladies for our Dinners
than it does at  Anthony's. That was because we Martv Didamo & Paula Muth
had no change available and everyone had the correct amount of cash or a check.

Martha and | spend the entire social hour counting money and still we are late

getting to our dinner table. Our evening would be so much more enjoyable if
everyone would have a check for the exact amount or the exact change if paying

cash. It's not good to count money while having a martini, but if | want a drink,

that's what happens. -- Paula Muth
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